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ly newspapers, though some major Harbin émigré
papers (e.g. Rupor) are missing.
This book is highly instructive, and yet some
scholars specializing in the history of imperialism
in Manchuria might find some questions raised by
Chiasson redundant. Especially the retrospect up
to 1917 (chapter 2) Wolff, Harbin Station, and
Sarah Paine, Imperial Rivals. China, Russia, and
their disputed frontier, New York 1996, pp.
178-197. as well as some aspects of the CER’s coadministration during the 1920s (chapter 5) will
be familiar to specialists from previous scholar‐
ship. Felix Patrikeev, Russian Politics in Exile. The
Northeast Asian Balance of Power, 1924-1931, Bas‐
ingstoke 2002. Occasionally it remains vague,
whether the author is referring to the Special Dis‐
trict of the Three Eastern Provinces in general or
only to Harbin’s Chinese administration. As infor‐
mative and useful as it is, the book also suffers
from a few of inadequacies of form. The historical
inaccuracies, such as errors in dates (e.g. the Far
Eastern Republic joined the USSR in 1922 not 1924
[p. 102]) are negligible. The copyediting, a respon‐
sibility of the publisher, missed too many spelling,
grammar, and translation errors uncorrected, es‐
pecially errata in transliterations of Russian
names and terms (e.g. pp. 108, 142, 152, 223).
Nevertheless, Blaine Chiasson’s work should
fascinate those interested in colonial history, mod‐
ernization, and inter-cultural conflicts. He has
written a fascinating book that helps us to under‐
stand that there is no monolithic story of national
resistance to the foreign presence in China, as
many earlier treaty port histories on colonial en‐
claves along the Chinese coast have suggested.
The case of the Harbin Special District reveals
that the Chinese could not only take over a colo‐
nial administration, but also improve it.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
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