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In Fixing the Sky, James Rodger Fleming
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high-tech, big-budget geoengineering. This often
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argues consistently and persuasively that plans to
tinker with the atmosphere have been ineffective
at best and dangerous at worst. This interesting
and original work, building off of Fleming’s previ‐
ous studies of meteorology and climate science
history, provides valuable perspective on what
may soon become serious policy debates over
how to respond to global warming.
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Fleming finds that war provided both a justifica‐
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The final chapters examine the origins and
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prospects of modern climate modification propos‐
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als proffered to counteract anthropogenic green‐

culture have been altering climate for millen‐
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plified computer models and their tremendous

attract scholarly attention and will be sure to in‐

engineering hubris with scant consideration of

vite discussion and debate. While certainly of in‐

possible side effects and unintended conse‐

terest

quences. Fleming also demonstrates that many

to

environmental

historians

studying

weather and climate or war and nature, the book

current suggestions--from flooding the Sahara to

engages as much or more with history of technol‐

spraying the stratosphere with sulfates--have

ogy and envirotech literatures. In terms of use in

been circulating for decades, their scientific cre‐

class, the technical nature of some of the subject

dentials still uncertain and their drawbacks long

matter and the length make it less suitable for an

apparent. Emphasizing the considerable expense,

undergraduate audience and probably more ap‐

impracticality, and unpredictability of even the

propriate for upper-level seminars. That said, it
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Fleming has provided another valuable con‐

268).

tribution to the still tiny but emerging historiogra‐
phy of global warming. The story of weather and

Fixing the Sky is oriented primarily toward

climate and control schemes sheds light both on

historians, albeit with a policy agenda that can oc‐

the cultural history of weather and climate and
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control schemes. Furthermore, the book offers
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