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In Britain, as in the United States, the attain‐
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penultimate symbol of equal rights. But giving

Rubenstein, and Philippa Levine, Smith finds that

substance to that symbol proved difficult and at

involvement in various Victorian reform causes

times divisive. Suffragists disagreed on the basis

gave women a sense of gender consciousness that

of their claims for political power, on the means
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class and party loyalty. This did not mean that suf‐

fications of the electorate, and on the wider social

fragists all possessed the same view of woman's

consequences of political reform. As Harold
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century diverse groups of women had concluded

The campaign for the franchise cannot, Smith
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that the world would be a better place if they pos‐
sessed the franchise.
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the political power necessary to transform gender
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was based on property qualifications, demands

is crucial to an analysis of the suffrage movement.

that women be granted suffrage on the same
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terms as men would primarily benefit women

party, and their membership roles included wom‐

from the upper and middle classes, and, indeed, it
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The goals and methods of British suffragists

became active in the movement. Although it

reflected this diversity. Too many studies of the
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its origins as an Independent Labour Party pres‐
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sure group. Similarly, National Union of Women's

Christabel Pankhurst, and thus have ignored the

Suffrage Societies (NUWSS) members in Northern

vital contributions of other groups and individu‐

England and Scotland had numerous working-

als who, though considered less newsworthy,

class organizers who urged closer ties with the

were in fact more influential in shaping the goals

Labour Party.

and methods of the movement. Smith considers

While suffragists sought support across the
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political spectrum, the major political parties wor‐
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ried about the impact of women's votes on elec‐

tics in Britain 1900-1918 (Cambridge University

toral outcomes. Liberals preferred reforms that
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would make the franchise more democratic gen‐

portant "turning-point" in the historiography of
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that the campaign for women's suffrage virtually
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came to a halt during World War I. Although he

frage at all. Although the leader of the NUWSS,

concedes that the outbreak of hostilities in 1914

Millicent Fawcett, and most NUWSS members

led to fissures within the various suffrage organi‐

came from Liberal backgrounds, Asquith's disdain

zations, Smith concurs with historians such as

for women's suffrage and his government's failure

Brian Harrison that the war years witnessed the
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removal of "the main obstacles to reform ... the
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ing interests of class, gender, and party allegiance.
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The Labour Party included many of the earliest

overt party politics" (p. 55). The women's suffrage

and most consistent supports of women's suffrage,

clause in the Representation of the People Bill of

but it did not consider gender issues its first prior‐
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ity. In fact, many party leaders were uncomfort‐

out between the government and the NUWSS dur‐

able with the feminism of suffrage proponents,

ing the war years. The legislation did not extend

believing that "they would encourage a gender
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women had to be aged thirty or above and local
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founded fear. Both the NUWSS and the WSPU put

men only had to be aged twenty-one or above or
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military veterans aged nineteen or above. Women

suffragists, and none on Irish suffragists. Nor is

who had served their country as munitions work‐

there much effort to put developments in England

ers and who were typically under thirty and un‐

in the wider context of British or imperial history.

married were not enfranchised by the measure.

For all of its historical weaknesses, one of the

Thus, Smith sees little evidence for some histori‐

most interesting facets of George Dangerfield's

ans' contention that the suffrage was conceded as
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way in which he connected working-class, Irish,
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politics. Smith does this with class, but not with

individuals and groups. The NUWSS reorganized

nationality. Irish suffragists split, not only over

as the National Union of Societies for Equal Citi‐

the war, but over the issue of independence from

zenship (NUSEC) and was joined by Lady Rhond‐

Great Britain. English suffragists, too, were affect‐
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the individuals Smith profiles in his glossary, was
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Conservative Party created its own women's orga‐

from the WSPU. A number of Irish nationalists,

nization and also restructured its governing bod‐

such as James Connolly, leader of the Irish Citizen

ies to include women. But, as before, competing

Army, were advocates of women's suffrage. One of

party and class interests made it difficult for

the promises made by the Irish republicans who

women to present a united front. In fact, equal

participated in the Easter Rising of 1916 was

suffrage advocates often played up these differ‐

equal citizenship rights for women, and the en‐

ences among women to assure opponents that

franchisement of women accompanied the cre‐

women would not "vote as a bloc for gender re‐

ation of the Irish Free State in 1922. Given the

forms" (p. 81). The achievement of the equal fran‐

sheer number of Scottish women involved in suf‐

chise in 1928 was viewed by many activists as a

fragist activity and the strong connection between

"mixed blessing": women from diverse back‐

Scottish Labour leaders and suffragists, it would

grounds had come together to effect reform, but

be useful to have more information on the Scot‐

once the vote had been gained, activists went

tish contribution to franchise reform as well. The

their own ways once more. The women's suffrage

English focus of Smith's study does, of course, re‐

campaign in Britain, Smith concludes, illustrates

flect the historiographical bias. As he himself con‐

the "difficulty of using political action to bring

cedes, "Historians have only recently begun to ex‐

about gender reform ..." (p. 84).

plore the implications of national identity for the

Smith's coverage of the campaign outside of

women's suffrage movement" (p. 24).

England is the least satisfactory aspect of the

The thirty-three primary documents in the

book. Despite his title, Smith is primarily con‐

volume include the speeches, personal letters, and

cerned with the English movement. There is only

publications of suffrage leaders such as Millicent

a paragraph on Welsh suffragists, two on Scottish

Fawcett, Christabel Pankhurst, and Eleanor Rath‐
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bone; memoranda from various government offi‐
cials; and selections from suffragist and anti-suf‐
fragist publications. As is common in all the Semi‐
nar Studies series, documents are briefly summa‐
rized in the text, and bracketed numbers refer the
reader to the location of the source. The excerpts
are too short to stimulate any extended discussion
of the issues involved, but they do reflect the vari‐
ety of opinion which characterized the suffrage
campaign.
To be fair, Smith's coverage of the movement
is limited by the specifications for the volume's se‐
ries. Seminar Studies in History are designed to
introduce the non-specialist to important scholar‐
ly issues in British and European history. Authors
are expected to provide a narrative of historical
developments, to summarize historians' treat‐
ment of these topics, and to include a selection of
primary documents on the subject. The text is sel‐
dom more than one hundred pages. With such a
structure, analysis loses out to synthesis, the trees
to the forest. Given these limitations, Smith's syn‐
thesis is quite good. The book is well-researched,
well-organized, and well-written. It is the sort of
work which undergraduates will love, highlight‐
ing as it does the major issues, interpretations,
and documents of the woman's suffrage move‐
ment in Britain. For the more advanced student, it
is a good introduction to the topic, providing sug‐
gestions for further reading and future research.
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