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Samuel Hearne kept beaver, otter, and a num‐
ber of other species of wild animals as pets. Call‐
ing specific beaver by name, Hearne marveled at
their fondness for humans and their behavior,
which he found to be not unlike that of a dog. The
famed eighteenth-century Hudson's Bay Company
(HBC) explorer and fur trader is best known for
his northwestern travels and expeditions chroni‐
cled in his heroic narrative A Journey from Prince
of Wales's Fort, in Hudson's Bay, to the Northern
Ocean (written between 1769 and 1772, published
in 1795). In addition to mapping the trade territo‐
ry of the HBC and establishing a number of key
posts for the fur trade corporation, Hearne also
recorded detailed descriptions of the New World
animals he encountered on his travels. While
Hearne's work for the HBC facilitated the destruc‐
tion of untold numbers of beaver and other furbearing animals in the Northwest, he ironically
developed companionships with many of these
animals, which he tamed and kept as pets. This
revelation marks the opening of Sharon Kirsch's

fascinating exploration of early European encoun‐
ters with New World animals.
Writing about historical nonhuman animals
is no easy task. Scholars in historical animal stud‐
ies and environmental history must look to docu‐
ments or oral histories produced by humans in or‐
der to capture a glimpse of the lives of other ani‐
mals and their relations with humankind. Kirsch
does just this in What Species of Creatures, a
work of creative nonfiction that examines the re‐
lationship between New World animals and Euro‐
pean peoples in northern North America (what is
now Canada) in the eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries. While these sources can only offer a hu‐
man perspective on human-animal relations, they
do provide insights into the place of other animals
in the history of European resettlement of North
America.
Kirsch opens her narrative by examining the
recollections and observations of fur traders, ex‐
plorers, settlers, and missionaries, like Hearne,
Gabriel Sagard, Catherine Parr Traill, and Georges
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is a very welcome contribution that should open
the door for other scholars and writers to pursue
this kind of research. Her revelations and deep
reading

of

primary

source

documents,

like

Hearne's Journey, should invite other historians
to reexamine the relationship between Old World
peoples and New World animals.
u
n
Samuel&#160;
c
four
of the&#160;
,
As
ed
ed
not&#160;

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-animal

Citation: Sean Kheraj. Review of Kirsch, Sharon. What Species Of Creatures: Animal Relations from the
New World. H-Animal, H-Net Reviews. July, 2010.
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=30743

3

H-Net Reviews

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License.

4

