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this respect. But because of the Darwinian back‐

on individuals who, subsequently, express love in

ground that lies behind much intellectual activity

a diversity of ways. Love in all its manifestations

in Western culture, the assumption must be that

is vital to theology and permeates much popular

competition enabling "the survival of the fittest"
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psychologists. This book is concerned with the
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hundred individuals and is part of the Flame of
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The book begins with a discussion of the so‐

without reference to love

cial sciences and the attempt to reduce or explain

Lee and Poloma begin their study with a dis‐
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reductionists are probably sociologists who, wed‐
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el. This model makes use of three separate sets of
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The qualitative material derived from inter‐

The discussion of godly love is grounded in
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analytical model. This involves three broad types
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emplars from each of the three groups in roughly
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ported here. Each interviewee was asked to fill

feel themselves compelled or overwhelmed by
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showed that exemplars and their collaborators
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of the Kingdom of God. Their lives are exhilarat‐

t doctoral level

ing and exhausting and constantly renewed by

belonging to the over

love energy.

category

This is a groundbreaking book that seriously

of

addresses matters about which the academy has
been almost entirely silent. There is undoubtedly

ly

more material to be published from the project,

of themselves

which will give us further information about this

intended to

extraordinary subset of human beings. If there

e

are questions to be asked, these are to do with the
precise nature of the spiritual experience which
triggered the dynamic lives of these unusual indi‐
viduals.
We await a phenomenological description of
the moments when love was first felt. In the lives
of these exemplars, we would expect to hear of an
encounter with Christ adding to and running par‐
allel to the descriptions found in William James's
Varieties of Religious Experience (1902). For the
love that is felt is personal and directive rather
than impersonal and pantheistic, it is a love that
can call (and therefore speak) rather than a love
that leaves the receiver bewildered and confused.
Yet, as Lee and Poloma reflect on their meetings
with these individuals, the love that is expressed
may be so well focused, in Sorokin's terms so lim‐
ited in extensivity, that it supports prejudice in
other areas. Here they note the antipathy to ho‐
mosexuality found among some of their exem‐
plars as well as the hypocrisy shown by others.
But they also uncover the legalistic religion that
formed the childhood of other exemplars which,
through the crisis experience of unconditional
love, eventuated in unrestricted omni-directional
benevolence. It is a heartening story in more ways
than one.
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