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Turner, an East Asia and comparative law
scholar, traveled throughout Vietnam during a
three year period. With the assistance of Phan
Thanh Hao, an interpreter and journalist from
Hanoi, Turner studied the role of North Viet‐
namese women as soldiers during the Vietnam
War. She conducted interviews with many of the
participants and their comrades and reading di‐
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Turner seeks to empower the Vietnamese woman
by revealing their role in the war, discussing the
effects of their presence on society, and adding
what Turner calls "important insight into timeless
moral and philosophical questions about the war"
(p. 22). How the women and their communities
dealt with such issues engaged much of the au‐
thor's attention.
Turner asserts that many of the female fight‐
ers who survived now face poverty and neglect,
either having missed their opportunity to marry
while engaged in combat, or having become ill, or
been exposed to chemicals such as Agent Orange
(which prevent them from bearing healthy chil‐
dren). The author identified the paradox: the
war's participants see the efforts of these women
as invaluable, yet with no children or families,
Vietnamese traditional society views them as
pitiable.
Turner identifies a number of major topics
that warrant further investigation, such as how
women faced the challenges of combat and how
traditional Vietnamese society dealt with them as
returning soldiers. Unfortunately the book only
touches on many of the author's questions and a
number of the topics could benefit from a more
singular approach and uninterrupted attention.
Doubtless Turner's work is an invaluable addition
to the historiography on Vietnam and on women
and war. Her work would make a good reader for
an introductory Vietnam War course or even as a
supplement to graduate study. The author pro‐
vides a new and approachable alternative to the
standard assigned texts because it gives not only a
female viewpoint, but also insight into the North
Vietnamese perspective.
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