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[1]
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though he was seen abroad as a "war-unwilling
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al repercussions were tremendous. For all intents
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late husband. After all, she had been dragged
through the mud once already. In that context, I
found the author's decision to refer to Margarethe
Gruhn by her first name just as problematic as
her unqualified usage of late Weimar police re‐
ports. Based on the notation that at one point,
Gruhn had had a "yellow card" registering her as
a sex worker, Schäfer refers to her with the con‐
temporaneous pejorative term Strassendirne and
notes that Gruhn cohabitated with a "Czech Jew."
Schäfer also provides a veiled, yet salacious dis‐
cussion of the "pornographic images" for which
Gruhn posed and makes much of her naïveté in
dealing with the police. Whatever one may think
of Gruhn's choices, the late Weimar years, with
their burgeoning economic and political crisis,
were difficult on many young women of modest
means and even more modest opportunities. His‐
torical context matters.
These slight criticisms aside, however, Kerstin
Schäfer

has

written

an

interesting,

detail-

drenched biography of one of the more enigmatic
and more relevant character of the first half of
the Third Reich, a work made particularly valu‐
able by her successful integration of Blomberg
and his thinking into the military discourse of the
time, her tremendous research, and her lively en‐
gagement with the existing historiography.
Note
[1]. Ian Kershaw, The Hitler Myth: Image and
Reality in the Third Reich (Oxford: Oxford Univer‐
sity Press, 2001).
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