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this? Was there a possible economic rationale that
did not conflict with the SED’s political goals, or
did its political model inevitably make for a con‐
tradictory economic policy? Nevertheless, Zatlin’s
illustration of the GDR economy is an unusually
complete one because it uses money to under‐
score the links between production and consump‐
tion. The party’s partial abolition of money creat‐
ed a shortage economy that paradoxically made
the SED more dependent on Western money. The
consequent diminishing role for Eastern money
led to an inflation of consumer demand for West‐
ern goods, lifestyle and currency which only
worsened the shortages. Zatlin combines an im‐
pressive collection of primary sources and com‐
pelling case studies to create a highly readable ac‐
count of this economic downfall.
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