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depravity and idiocy they believed they had
found. When performed within the institutional
setting, standard measurement systems like intel‐
ligence testing seemed to shore up the already se‐
ductive idea that recidivists and "incorrigibles"
were a defective class apart.
The bequest of eugenic criminology, even af‐
ter the demise of its popularity in the 1920s, has
been enormous. Although Rafter's dense and thor‐
ough history concentrates on the period just prior
to-- as well as during and just after--the heyday of
eugenic

criminology

(together

being,

say,

1850-1925), she provides a good deal of thoughtprovoking analysis toward continuing assessment
of the current resurgence of biologistic theories of
criminality--whether wrapped up in the language
of trauma (generations of abusers), genetics (pre‐
disposing factors) or brain chemistry (my Amyg‐
dala did it!). Acknowledging that other represen‐
tatives of the scholarship have done the work of
tracing the persistence of eugenics, Rafter turns
her attention in this work to documenting a littlestudied historical development, that of the con‐
cept of the "feebleminded criminal". Creating
Born Criminals does this job effectively, although
it does tend often toward the dry detail of bureau‐
cratic or institutional history.
This is a worthy contribution to critical crimi‐
nological scholarship, as well as to the history of
the professionalization of psychology, psychiatry,
penology, and, of course, criminology itself. It
should certainly (ideally?) be read as a cautionary
text by politicians, policymakers, and penologists
alike.
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