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grants--particularly the second and third genera‐
tion--are rooted neither in their parents' nor in
German culture.
This strength in the post-oil crisis period,
however, is accompanied by a relative dearth of
sources dealing with the postwar years of active
foreign labor recruitment--the period of the tradi‐
tional guest worker program. Even before the ear‐
ly 1970s, concerns about the place of (male) guest
workers in Germany society, for example, were
voiced in newspapers and various studies, partic‐
ularly in the context of interethnic relationships
between male guest workers and German women.
In this regard, although some fine examples in‐
cluded, a wider range of sources dealing with sex‐
uality and gender would have provided a better
sense of these factors within the migration de‐
bate. After all, concerns about national identity
and integration, for example, are often intimately
linked to anxieties about low birth rates, intereth‐
nic relationships, and family migration, to name a
few themes. Another theme that would have mer‐
ited greater representation in the collection's
treatment of the earlier period is the role of the
Protestant and Catholic churches. While these
groups and their affiliated organizations had be‐
come key centers of courageous and creative an‐
tiracist activism by the 1970s--as the documents
provided here suggest--their attitudes toward mi‐
grants were initially ambivalent, not least because
they still harbored a host of prejudices. The collec‐
tion might have acknowledged more fully the evo‐
lution of thinking in the churches about national,
cultural, and racial difference that took place be‐
fore these institutions developed a more surefoot‐
ed, outspoken stance on guestworker issues.
These reservations do not, however, detract
from this collection's highly worthy offerings to
those teaching classes on ethnicity and migration
in Germany. Overall, Germany in Transit provides
our students with valuable access to the various
debates, past and present, that have shaped the
discourse in this context.
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