Matthew Klingle. Emerald City: An Environmental History of Seattle. New Haven: Yale
University Press, 2007. xix + 344 pp. $30.00, cloth, ISBN 978-0-300-11641-0.

Reviewed by Josh Reid
Published on H-Urban (May, 2008)
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incomplete ethic of place that failed to account for

logue between humans and their environment"

the poor and dispossessed of degraded land‐

(p. 270).

scapes.
The author concludes by arguing that Seat‐
tleites need a new ethic of place, one that is sus‐
tainable and relevant to the city and not in oppo‐
sition to nature. This new ethic would allow resi‐
dents to see the world in ecological terms and ad‐
mit their collective responsibility to the nonhu‐
man world and the hybrid landscapes that they
have created. Most important, it should be rooted
in civic environmentalism, which would account
for imbalances in power and resources among cit‐
izens.
Klingle has written an epic narrative on the
environmental history of Seattle. Due to its large
scope, the book naturally has some gaps. Most no‐
tably, this volume does not adequately address
the city's regional transportation challenges, al‐
though it does mention some of these issues with‐
in the context of other municipal efforts. With its
challenging combination of landscapes and wa‐
terscapes, Seattle has assembled a unique collec‐
tion of transportation features, including floating
bridges, ferries, extensive roads, an iconic mono‐
rail, and an inadequate mass transit system. Peo‐
ple familiar with Seattle's legendary traffic woes
might expect Klingle to have explored how the
city's incomplete ethic of place has shaped these
struggles that have become increasingly charac‐
terized by environmental and class tensions.
Emerald City is a groundbreaking achieve‐
ment that charts a new course for both urban and
environmental histories. Meticulously researched
and documented, this book will appeal to a wide
range of academics, including historians and ge‐
ographers. Engagingly written in a way that
brings clarity to complex and intertwined social
and natural processes, it will appeal to anyone in‐
terested in Seattle, other western cities, environ‐
mental justice, or ecological restoration. Emerald
City helps us begin to understand how our con‐
nection to place is a "deliberate and enduring dia‐
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If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-urban
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