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plained that although the National Socialists and
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the Progressives who advocated state rights

would be beneficial not only for understanding

ceased to cooperate during the 1911 election cam‐

the National Socialists but also for examining the

paign and the voting results reflected this divi‐

fate of other parties and the social history of poli‐
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In several instances, Kelly could have provid‐

movement. While such instances may cause read‐

ed the reader with more background information

ers to check a passage a few times and compare it

to strengthen his analysis. He, for example,

with information on other pages, they are incon‐

claimed that the party attracted the lower middle
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class and "Progressive intellectuals," but other

In his conclusion, Kelly mentions that part of

than explaining the intellectual credentials of Klo‐

the legacy the National Socialists of the Habsburg
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mans and Jews must lose. He sees the glass as

burg Monarchy but also for those who seek to un‐

half-empty. If he is correct, Czechs after 1918

derstand the workings of National Socialism after

might have rallied behind a radical nationalist

1918 in Czechoslovakia.

party to suppress the Germans and Jews. Instead,
Czechs divided their votes among many moderate
parties, making coalitions a necessity. Further‐
more, voters continued to vote for the parties that
had engaged in political compromise. When Ger‐
mans entered the government, voters did not
withdraw their support from the parties that co‐
operated with them. There appears to be a logical
link between some elements of National Socialism
before 1918 (strong Czech nationalism, antiSemitism, and thirst for action, even if the catalyst
for change must be violence) and fascism be‐
tween the world wars, including the movement in
Czechoslovakia of Jiri Stribrny, who until 1926
was a National Socialist. Yet, Kelly does not link
the two.
As with any book, readers will find a few idio‐
syncrasies, minor errors, and technical problems.
Kelly includes several brief biographies of Nation‐
al Socialist politicians, but he does not provide
any birth or death dates. The Agrarian Party be‐
gan in 1899, rather than 1900 (p. 48). Ustredni sko‐
la delnicka, the party's informal education pro‐
gram for workers, is misspelled (p. 67), and Selb‐
standige is misspelled in the tables (pp. 127-128).
There are a few technical difficulties, such as end‐
notes sharing the same line (pp. 198 and 201). Un‐
fortunately, Eastern European Monographs opted
not to include an index, which would have made
Kelly's work more usable.
Even with these problems, Without Remorse
is a valuable contribution to understanding poli‐
tics in the Bohemian Crownlands, the actions of
Czech politicians in the Reichsrat, and the devel‐
opment of one of the most important parties in
what was to become the Czechoslovak First Re‐
public. Kelly's scope is broad, his approach is of‐
ten innovative, and his explanations are concise.
The book will become a standard reference not
only for those who study the politics of the Habs‐
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