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realities of a world at war. By 1947, 70,000 British
women had left England for the United States to
join their American husbands, most sailing there
on "bride ships." The U.S. government's passage of
the War Brides Act in December 1946 paved their
way to enter the United States as non-quota immi‐
grants (p. 97). Barbara G. Friedman, assistant pro‐
fessor of journalism and mass communication at
the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, ex‐
plores the subject of British war brides by exam‐
ining how their stories were presented, interpret‐
ed, and ultimately, "co-opted" (p. 2) in British and
American mass media.

Written in clear prose, the book offers an indepth look at a subject that has been written
about before, but, as Friedman argues, has been
handled largely with a nostalgic approach. Fur‐
ther, she asserts, the experiences of war brides
have been isolated from the canon of the history
of war. Thus, Friedman views her book "as a kind
of reclamation project" (p. 11), an attempt to re‐
claim the historical experiences of women during
war not as ancillary, but primary, since, as she ob‐
serves, these "women's experiences are as much a
product of war as any soldier's" (p. 9).
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outside the home, drafted some 80,000 women
into the Land Army, and even required them to
show British hospitality by welcoming GIs into
their homes, thousands of British women found
themselves holding jobs, earning money, and feel‐
ing emboldened by their newfound freedom.
Their lives were, in short, transformed by war.
But at the same time, they also faced a wartime
double standard concerning the expectations of
women's behavior. Encouraged to work and ex‐
pected to act independently, they were also con‐
demned for acting upon their freedom by, for ex‐
ample, having relationships with American GIs.
So, while Friedman perceives that the conditions
of war created the ideal condition for romances to
flourish, she finds that there were "considerable
contradictions in official attitudes toward wom‐
en's sexuality in wartime, and between military
discouragement of Anglo-American relationships
and wartime policies that may have fostered
them" (p. 34).
Friedman effectively contrasts the mass me‐
dia's presented "reality" against the real experi‐
ences of women, and in doing so, she handily dis‐
misses the idea that women's wartime experi‐
ences remain on the periphery of war. Herein
lays one of the primary strengths of Friedman's
study. In showing how these women's experiences
were a product of a war, she succeeds in showing
how women are indeed "integral to war" (p. 132).
In this way, Friedman's work joins a growing body
of scholarship concerned with expanding the
whole notion of how to study war's impact. Fried‐
man's work is an important contribution to the
study of gender and war and the role of the mass
media during wartime. Moreover, it is a welcome
contribution to the body of literature that seeks to
examine war's impact on societies.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-war
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