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"Agency" is the defining characteristic of this
"new" African American urban history. Early re‐
search, Goings and Mohl argue, often portrayed
African Americans as passive or powerless vic‐
tims of white racism or slum pathologies. The
"new" African American urban history, on the
other hand, portrays blacks as actively involved
in shaping their own future and battling for con‐
trol over their lives. According to Goings and
Mohl, recent works stress the experiences of the
black working class and examine topics such as
kinship and communal networks, class and cul‐
ture, and the diversity and complexity of the
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trial city blacks, and historiographical questions
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ters, which explore "place" and the cultural mean‐
ing of urban space, approach the topic from a cul‐
tural and social history perspective. Meanwhile,
the chapters on "infrapolitics" explore the daily
struggles waged by blacks against oppression and
exploitation. Building on the work of Robin D. G.
Kelley, these chapters investigate the notion that
"beneath the veil of consent lies a hidden history
of unorganized, everyday conflict waged by
African American working people" (pp. 146-47).[2]
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At this point, however, the recent explosion of

tact H-Net@H-Net.MSU.EDU.

scholarship on the black urban experience does
not need to be burdened with the label "new." The
great significance of the Goings and Mohl book is
that it demonstrates African American urban his‐
tory is not only alive and well, but is moving in
exciting new directions. For now, until the issues
of the "new" or "emergence" are resolved, this will
have to suffice. The New African American Urban
History is a marvelous collection of essays regard‐
ing the black urban experience. It is must reading
for anyone interested in black life in the city, past
or present.
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