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scoop into U.S.-Latin American relations, with ex‐
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1980s became the model for the policy pursued to‐
day in the Middle East, especially in Iraq.

This book may prove a good read for both
scholars of Latin American history and those who

Although written following the traditional ar‐

have little background in Latin American history.
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conclusion, the book can be broken down into
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nineteenth century up to the present. The second

definitely has a shock value, as it describes U.S.-
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gions. For readers with a background in Latin

relatively large number of U.S. troops physically

American history, the book provides further in‐
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bers present in Central America in the 1980s. In

eign policy that it did in Latin America.

his introduction, Grandin states that most Ameri‐
cans do not pay much attention to Latin America

But, for reasons that are not clear, this book is

because they take it for granted. But perhaps most

really targeted more toward readers who already

Americans currently ignore Latin America be‐

have knowledge of Latin American history.

cause what is currently occurring in Iraq is very

Throughout the book, for example, Grandin con‐
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ers who do not know much about Latin American
history. Furthermore, the meaning of the titles of
Grandin's chapters and the titles of the subsec‐
tions within these chapters are not so obvious. If a
reader does not fully understand Grandin's argu‐
ment, then she will not appreciate the significance
of the titles.
While it may prove informative and benefi‐
cial to readers familiar with Latin American histo‐
ry, from the perspective of the uninitiated
Grandin's book contains one major flaw: Grandin
never proves his thesis. Do not get me wrong.
Grandin does fully explain how U.S. imperialism
in Latin America, particularly in the 1980s, paral‐
lels U.S. imperialism today in the Middle East. But
what Grandin fails to show is how the Bush ad‐
ministration directly models its current foreign
policy in the Middle East, especially Iraq, after the
foreign policy of the Regan administration in
Latin America. In fact, Iraq itself is barely men‐
tioned at all in the book.
Throughout the book, Grandin in a way dis‐
proves his own thesis. He discuses how during the
Reagan administration, the United States man‐
aged to control Central America without sending a
large number of U.S. troops. Indeed, much of
Grandin's book is based on how the United States
gained so much control in Central America with
little actual occupation. But Iraq currently has a
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