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scourging and crucifixion. It furthermore suggests
that the ultimate goal of every ascetic or aspiring
saint is towards the imitation of Christ, undertak‐
en via extremes of eremitic withdrawal from me‐
dieval society to the pillars or the wooded forests.
Keeping in mind this ascetic ideal, Venarde's in‐
troduction draws the reader into the religious
world of the High Middle Ages in the twelfth cen‐
tury, alerting us to the radical ideals which char‐
acterized Robert of Arbrissel's world. It also sets
in context Robert of Arbrissel criticism in its con‐
text of infantile development since the 1980s.[1]
This translation (complete with the introduction,
notes, and preface, as additional critical appara‐
tuses) proves to be a valuable resource for stu‐
dents and advanced researchers, including col‐
lege professors, researching the phenomenon of
monasticism during the High Middle Ages in
France.
Note
[1]. Cf. Jean-Marc Bienvenu, L'étonnant fonda‐
teur de Fontevraud: Robert d'Arbrissel (Paris:
Nouvelles Éditions latine, 1981); Jacques Dalarun,
L'impossible sainteté: La Vie retrouvée de Robert
d'Arbrissel (v.1045-1116) (Paris: Cerf, 1985); and
W. Scott Jesse, "Robert d'Arbrissel: Aristocratic Pa‐
tronage and the Question of Heresy," Journal of
Medieval History 20 (1994): 221-235.
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