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Claudia Töngi has written a compelling study
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local communities have tried to capture the mech‐

Uri and individual villages are not systematically
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discussed. One of the most fruitful sections of the
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book, which alone would have been an impres‐
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Töngi's work rests solidly on these discussions
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family history.

low that Töngi masterfully captures in the best

The book is divided into three parts. The first

sections of her book.

section explores violence in village communities

In the first part of the book, Töngi starts her

in Uri; the second probes the family; the final sec‐

analysis with a compelling description of the

tion takes a closer look at sexuality and violence.
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tional one with the notion of honor (Ehre). In‐

In this sense, women's status was not very differ‐
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conceptions of honor, Töngi produces a rich de‐
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The last part is based on an extensive exami‐

tended sense of honor. She shows how the face-to-

nation of 115 cases. Töngi discovers that the court
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records did not explicitly recognize sexual vio‐

lence because of the violation of people's sense of
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this type of violence was far more common than
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men who could carry honor and women for

Töngi's detailed study on violence in Uri re‐
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veals a rich picture of a rural community. Al‐
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details of a distant mirror that is frozen in time

violence in taverns, streets and roads during

and has only hints at the possible dynamics of

nighttime. She also describes in detail the con‐

change, the study is highly stimulating and calls

flicts between locals and the Italian guest work‐

for similar investigations in other local communi‐
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After this first and perhaps most rewarding
part of her analysis, Töngi shifts her attention to
violence in the familial environment and discuss‐
es the various forms of kinship and family ar‐
rangements. The author pays special attention to
the status of women under the guardianship of
other

adults

(Geschlechstvormundschaft)

and

therefore categorically incapable of being in
charge of their property. This status and legal ar‐
rangement regulated women's possibilities to find
legal and physical protection against violent hus‐
bands; divorce was an option but more often ar‐
rangements amounted to partial physical separa‐
tion, the "separation of table and bed." Since rela‐
tionships between men and women within the
family were not mediated through honor, men's

2

H-Net Reviews

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
https://networks.h-net.org/h-german

Citation: Heikki Lempa. Review of Töngi, Claudia. Um Leib und Leben: Gewalt, Konflikt, Geschlecht im
Uri des 19. Jahrhunderts. H-German, H-Net Reviews. March, 2007.
URL: https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=12970

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-No
Derivative Works 3.0 United States License.

3

