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But while Morrow and Wamsley do weave
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both a player and an historian, in popular culture
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ley, figure skater Rubenstein, and Cyr), and is a
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Morrow and Wamsley's insistence on referring to

Indeed, it is in this kind of approach to the

her as "Barbara Ann" throughout their discussion

place and meaning of sport and athletes in culture

all the more frustrating. None of the male athletes

that Morrow and Wamsley are most successful, as

discussed in Sport in Canada are referred to by
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their first name, a practice which serves to infan‐

nicity, and class. Their discussion of gender, espe‐

talize and patronize not just the female athlete,

cially as it related to Cyr and Scott, is particularly
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tributable to the fact that this book was designed
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of the problems of this genre. The most noticeable

2

H-Net Reviews

is an attempt to be all things to all people, which

mains that it is the larger than the "gigantic" Sky‐

can lead to a rather scattershot and journalistic

Dome.

approach in spots. For example, in the discussion

In the same vein, Atlantic Canada, the

of baseball in Canada during the twentieth centu‐

Prairies, and British Columbia (to say nothing of

ry, Morrow and Wamsley's discussion of the feats

the North) are largely absent from the discussion

of the Toronto Maple Leafs of the old Internation‐
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professional
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ster Salmonbellies, Burnaby Lakers, and Vancou‐

treal, according to the 2001 census, is a metropoli‐

ver Burrards in their attempts to capture the na‐

tan area of 3.38 million, which makes it a larger

tional box lacrosse championship. Today, nearly
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major sport in central Canada, box lacrosse re‐
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mains a popular sport on the West Coast, despite

Sport in Canada also suffers from an Ontario-

the failure of the new National Lacrosse League's

centric approach to the history of sport in Canada.
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tral role of Montreal in the development of mod‐
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ern sport in Canada. It was in Montreal that

row. Indeed, one need look at the index to discov‐

sports as diverse as hockey, lacrosse, and Canadi‐
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an football were popularized, and while the au‐
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focus carries all the way to the late twentieth cen‐

Olympics.

tury and can be seen in their discussion of large

This Ontario-centric approach to the develop‐

baseball stadiums in Canada: "Today we have

ment of modern sport in Canada is perhaps the
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most frustrating aspect of Sport in Canada: A His‐

tic outdoor/indoor SkyDome" (p. 125). Leaving

tory. This may reflect a similar problem I note

aside, for the moment, the question (or joke, de‐

with the generalist undergrad Canadian textbook,
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and the concomitant lack of focus on the other re‐
gions of the country.
All this aside, however, it remains that Mor‐
row and Wamsley have offered us an excellent
contribution to Canadian sporting history and
Canadian culture. The manner in which the au‐
thors weave their multifaceted analysis of gender,
class, and ethnicity into not just the sports they
examine but Canadian culture as a whole makes
this book a worthy addition to the discussion of
not just sport in Canadian history, but Canadian
history in general.
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