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Today's literature on memory offers the read‐
er a seemingly endless amount of options. If
North American scholars were somehow able to
read all the works from this side of the Atlantic,
they could thereafter consider the material that
continues to appear in Europe. One option is Hans
Erler's packed collection of articles, divided into
six sections and consisting of a total of thirty-four
contributions from a variety of authors, which
seeks to improve our understanding of the bound‐
aries that still exist between Jewish and German
memories of the Holocaust, and how, if possible,
these barriers can best be overcome in the twen‐
ty-first century. The threads that unite these arti‐
cles are clearly explained in the introduction to
this collection. According to it, the most depend‐
able way to remember the Holocaust is to con‐
struct a memory that does not fully exist today.
Doing so essentially means to unite modern mem‐
ory trends with a more concrete Jewish memory
culture. Transforming German memory culture
into Jewish memory culture, meaning that nonJews would need to accept the Jewish inheritance,
would enable the ongoing memorials of the Holo‐
caust to remain an active participant in contem‐

porary culture and avoid the risk of fading into
history (p. 17).
The first section attempts to establish a con‐
text for modern memory in Germany, showing
how serious the stakes are and how easy it is to
forget. This section's first contribution, Alphons
Silbermann's "Erinnern und Vergessen," discusses
the potential and real impact of the general public
on individual memory (pp. 23-29). In this argu‐
ment the dangers of forgetting are indeed very
real, because of the strong influence the commu‐
nity has over individual memory. Ernst Ludwig
Ehrlich's "Der Umgang mit der Erinnerung" exam‐
ines the singularity of the Holocaust, the need for
memory, the possibilities of reconciliation be‐
tween the Jewish and German communities, and,
possibly the most serious question of this book,
how the younger generations will remember the
Holocaust (pp. 30-37). The articles become even
more personal in Emil L. Fackenheim's "Die mod‐
erne 'Entjudung' in Deutschland und ihr Nach‐
her," which focuses on the meaning of the Holo‐
caust and how a Jew could possibly exist in mod‐
ern-day Germany (pp. 38-45). Günter B. Ginzel's
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teach students about what happened and to better

suffering under National Socialism, which threat‐
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young people intensify their understanding of the

lessen the impact of the crimes of National Social‐

Holocaust (pp. 251-258). Peter Schwiderowski in

ism. Their task will become easier as the witness‐
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es to this crime continue to dwindle. For non-spe‐
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cialists, this collection is a bit daunting. Nonethe‐

an ongoing project for young people that seeks to

less much within this work is worth considering,
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specifically the many ongoing projects to educate
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Manfred Grieger examine efforts in industry to
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Ulsamer's "DaimlerChrysler AG--Lehren aus der
Vergangenheit ziehen" examines the past of Daim‐
ler-Benz, while Grieger, in "Erinnerung in der
Fabrik: Zwangsarbeit und Geschichtsbewusstsein
im Volkswagenwerk," examines efforts by Volk‐
swagen to confront its own past (pp. 267-283). Fi‐
nally

Birgit

Gantz-Rathmann's
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gegen Hass und Gewalt" concludes this section
with a brief contribution on the work of the Ger‐
man Rail to educate its trainees (pp. 284-286).
The final section of the collection contains re‐
flections on the various larger-scale projects to re‐
member the Holocaust. These include the Jewish
Museum in Berlin, the memorial to the murdered
Jews of Europe and the declaration of January 27
as a day of memory to the victims of National So‐
cialism. Finally Hans Erler, who opened this col‐
lection, leaves the reader with some concluding
thoughts on the ongoing difficulties of Jewish exis‐
tence and the role that Israel can play to alleviate
these problems.
For specialists, Erinnern und Verstehen has
much to offer. Those wanting to know how Ger‐
mans continue to grapple with the burden of the
Holocaust have the opportunity to read a variety
of essays on how memory continues to weigh on
twenty-first-century Germany. As a generation
leaves the world stage and is replaced by its suc‐
cessors, it is indeed important to reflect on how
the Holocaust will be remembered in the coming
decades. Even today, as most of us know, there are
those who are willing and able to deny or at least
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