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Barham's work prompts a number of ques‐
tions. The focus upon the state care of wounded
veterans leads one to question the extent of pri‐
vate or charitable care available. He does include
the work of the Ex-Services' Welfare Society
(ESWS), the only British charity committed to the
care and treatment of shell-shocked men, but
much more research into the role of the voluntary
sector is required. I would also question Barham's
claim that the ESWS presented a "feminized" im‐
age of recovering veterans, as an investigation of
the ESWS archives reveals an institution keen to
present its men as hard-working and respectably
masculine.[1]
Nevertheless, Forgotten Lunatics provides
readers with an excellent insight into the range of
sources available on this subject. Military and
medical archives are entwined with quotes from
James Joyce's Ulysses, and the reflections of elite
medical practitioners lie alongside comments
from county asylums. There are also really useful
appendices which could provide a sound starting
point for anyone interested in further research.
This book is full of complex ideas and the au‐
thor is not afraid of either paradox or ambiguity.
At the same time it is completely engaging and al‐
ways thought-provoking. It must be compulsory
reading for everyone interested in the history of
shell shock and the impact of the Great War in
Britain.
Note
[1]. The Ex-Services' Welfare Society Archives
are held at Combat Stress, Tyrwhitt House,
Leatherhead, Surrey, England.
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