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the number of church youth groups, and to simi‐
lar declines in individual group membership (p.
274). They also resulted in a thorough transforma‐
tion of the East German Protestant milieu, from
the status of educated middle-class elites to the
position of educational, economic, and social out‐
siders. At the same time, Ueberschr argues, this
transformation of the Protestant milieu created
new opportunities. East German Protestants be‐
came the carriers of an alternative culture, capa‐
ble of supporting limited criticism of the SED
regime and, thus, laying groundwork for the col‐
lapse of the communist system in 1989.
Perhaps the greatest weakness of this book is
its failure to integrate the various lines of its in‐
quiry into a strong central narrative or argument,
at least until the conclusion. While Ueberschr ulti‐
mately argues that the Verkirchlichung strategy of
the churches and the Entkirchlichung program of
the state served to confirm the worst suspicions of
each toward the other and to escalate their con‐
frontation, this dynamic is only hinted at in the
body of her work. The choppy and sometimes
idiosyncratic narrative, which contains several
tangents of marginal relevance to the book's main
arguments, creates the impression of an author
who is still a little too close to her sources to step
back and focus on the bigger picture. Yet Ueber‐
schr has done a valuable service in drawing atten‐
tion to the importance of youth work as a field of
ideological and institutional conflict. Her findings
will be of interest to both church historians and
scholars of the GDR.
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