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These problems were especially important in
post-war West Germany. During the Weimar
years, which provided so many lessons for the

the institutions of liberal democracy, has proven
to work effectively in the Federal Republic both
before and after reunification.
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dia apparatus of the Federal Republic simply ab‐
sorbed that of the DDR in the years 1989-1990,
and although there has been a great deal of re‐
sentment over this development, the citizens of
the neue L&#228:nder realize that they will be
better of in the long run. Indeed, the consolidation
of the media, in both its successes and failures,
has been a microcosm of the entire reunification
process.
Media and Media Policy in a Germany is a
richly detailed, informative overview of the histo‐
ry of the press, radio, and television in the Federal
Republic. Humphreys convincingly establishes
that the Germans attempted, and for the most
part succeeded, in breaking with their "totalitari‐
an" past, at least in the area of media policy, and
that the western allies made an important contri‐
bution to this development. He deals with the is‐
sues of continuity and discontinuity effectively, es‐
tablishing that both characteristics are present in
the evolution of the post-war German media. In
some ways 1945 was a Stunde Null; in others it
was not. While the Nazi past was indeed rejected,
many of the media bosses of the post-war years,
like Axel Springer, were holdovers from the
Weimar years, contributing the expertise that the
post-1945 German media otherwise would have
lacked.
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