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Message from the President
As I write, a few ice-encrusted daffodils hang low to the ground, as surprised as I was by the sleet that hit the unsuspecting North Carolina piedmont last night.  It’s hard to believe that spring break, followed shortly by the end of the semester and a summer full of research is not so far off for all of us.

It’s equally hard to believe that Melissa Walker will be handing over her post as SAWH executive secretary in only four months to Megan Shockley. Anyone who has held a leadership post in the SAWH over the last five years knows that Melissa’s service to this organization is without parallel.  Her organizational skills and efficiency are legendary, but it is her deep understanding of the SAWH and her commitment to serving so many members and the profession as a whole with such excellence that deserves special accolades.  She is the heart of the SAWH, and we all are truly grateful for her exemplary leadership. We will miss her at the helm, but we are delighted to know that she will support Megan in her transition and will secure more time for her own teaching and scholarship.  Thank you, Melissa, from all of us.  We are also deeply indebted to SAWH treasurer Jenny Dunn for her five years of committed stewardship. Thank you finally to Converse College for its support of the SAWH, and especially for so generously sharing Melissa with us for these past five years.

Meanwhile, it is time to renew your membership if you have let it lapse, and even more importantly, to sign up your students and friends by giving gift memberships.  The health of an organization is only as good as its current membership.  While we closed last year with a resounding 742 members, thanks to the stellar work of Kay Blalock and her energetic membership committee, it is important that we sustain those numbers in a non-conference year.  We each can do our part to make that happen.  

I am pleased to report that co-editors Angela Boswell and Judith MacArthur have received an enthusiastic green light from the University of Missouri Press for the publication of the sixth conference volume, titled Creating and Confronting Change.  This exciting new book should be available next winter/spring, and will certainly be available at the SAWH conference in June 2006.  Kudos to Angela, Judith and the ten contributors for pressing ahead with such élan.   Speaking of good books, do note that the deadline for the submission of nominations for the Willie Lee Rose and Julia Cherry Spruill book prizes is almost upon us—April 1, 2005. Also due on that date are nominations for the A. Elizabeth Taylor prize for the best article in southern women’s history.  And please know that self-nominations are encouraged.  

Meanwhile, put the date August 1, 2005 on your calendar. Seventh Southern Conference program chair Elna Green, wants panel and single paper proposals by that date.  You will receive a formal mailing later this spring.  Please encourage young scholars and graduate students who may not yet be members of the SAWH to submit their work.  One of the key ways we can support new scholars is through our conference and the new colleagues and networks that we introduce them to.

Thanks to Anne Sarah Rubin, the Seventh Southern Conference on Women’s History will be hosted at her home institution, the University of Maryland at Baltimore County, June 8-11, 2006.  UMBC is a selective, public research university that attracts high-achieving students in the liberal arts and science and engineering.  The lovely campus, known for its ethnic and cultural diversity, is set in the Baltimore suburbs, and is convenient to travelers by plane, train and car.   We are grateful that Anne has taken on the challenging task of organizing this key event.  

This newsletter will be Melissa Walker’s last, and Megan Shockley, who takes on the post of executive secretary to the SAWH on July 1, will be sending us the autumn newsletter before we know it. Wishing you a good end of spring semester and a productive summer,

Michele Gillespie

Wake Forest University

gillesmk@wfu.edu 

Seventh Southern Conference on Women’s History

June 8-11, 2006

Call for Papers

The Southern Association for Women Historians invites proposals for the Seventh Southern Conference on Women’s History, to be held June 8-11, 2006, on the campus of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County.  The conference provides a stimulating and congenial forum for the discussion of all aspects of women’s history.  Its program seeks to reflect the best in recent scholarship, especially by young scholars and graduate students.  The program also wishes to reflect the diversity of women’s historical experiences and to explore the histories of women from a wide range of racial, class, and ethnic backgrounds.  Proposals in Public History are especially welcome.  

The Program Committee solicits proposals for complete panels and individual papers, as well as media presentations and roundtable sessions.  Proposals for panels or sessions should include two copies each of the following: a) a cover sheet available on the H-SAWH web page,  b) a one page summary of the panel or session as a whole, c) a one page proposal for each paper or presentation, and d) a brief curriculum vitae for each participant.  Individual paper proposals should include two copies each of the following:  a) a cover sheet available on the conference  web page at http://mailer.fsu.edu/~egreen/SAWH_Call_for_Papers_2006.html   b) a one page proposal, and c) a brief curriculum vitae. Those interested in chairing a session or commenting on one are also invited to send a c.v. to the Program Committee.  

All materials should be mailed to Professor Elna C. Green, Chair, SAWH Program Committee, Department of History, Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL 32306-2200.  Email submissions are not accepted.  Email inquiries may be directed to egreen@fsu.edu.  The deadline for receipt of all materials is August 1, 2005.

Member News
Anne J. Bailey (Georgia College and State University) has edited In the Saddle with the Texans:  Day-by-Day With Parson’s Cavalry Brigade, 1862-1865, published by the McWhiney Foundation Press in 2004.

Daina Ramey Berry (Michigan State University) was one of six faculty members to receive a University Distinguished Teacher-Scholar Award for 2004-2005.

Julie A. Campbell (Washington and Less University) was elected president of the Virginia Press Women, an affiliate of the National Federation of Press Women in October 2004.  Her term runs until fall 2006.

Rosemary P. Carroll (Coe College, emerita) has been an active public lecturer since retirement.  She is the policy chair for the Stuart, Florida, chapter of the American Association of University Women.  In fall 2005, an article that she co-authored with Eliza Harrison (independent scholar) will be published in The Journal of Newport History.  The article is entitled “Newport’s Summer Colony, 1830-1860.”  Carroll is also listed in the 2005 editions of Who’s Who in America and Who’s Who in the World.

Pattie Dillon (Spalding University) completed her doctorate at Mississippi State University under the direction of Dr. Elizabeth Nybakken.  The title of her dissertation is “Civil War and Reconstruction in New Orleans:  Gender, Race, and Religion.”  She has accepted a tenure-track assistant professorship at Spalding University.

E. Lee Eltzroth (independent scholar) has recently published “Texas Photographers with Georgia Connections” in the Georgia Genealogical Society Quarterly (Winter 2004).

Antoinette Emch-Dẻriaz (University of Florida) has been promoted to the rank of professor in the Honors Program.  She and co-author Gẻrard G. Emch, have had a paper entitled “On Newton’s French Translator:  How Faithful Was Madame du Chậtelet?” accepted for publication in SUEC.

Lee A. Farrow’s (Auburn University--Montgomery)  first book Between Clan and Crown:  The Struggle to Define Noble Property Rights in Imperial Russia has just been released by University of Delaware Press.  She has been promoted to associate professor and granted professional leave for the spring semester, 2005.

Jacquelyn Dowd Hall (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) published her Southern Historical Association presidential address, “Women Writers, the ‘Southern Front,’ and the Dialectical Imagination,” in the Journal of Southern History in spring 2003.  In 2004-2005, she was in residence as a fellow at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study.  She served as president of the Organization of American Historians.  Her presidential address will appear as “The Long Civil Rights Movement and the Political Uses of the Past” in The Journal of American History in March 2005.

Nancy A. Hardesty (Clemson University) has published Faith Cure:  Divine Healing in the Holiness and Pentecostal Tradition with Hendrickson Publishers.

Nancy Hewitt (Rutgers University) is now director of the Institute for Research on Women at Rutgers University.  In 2005-2006, she will oversee a seminar and lecture series on “Diasporas and Migrations.”  For information on Visiting Scholars and other IRW programs, check the website:  http//irw.Rutgers.edu.

Suzanne Linder Hurley (independent scholar) is working on a book relating to Scottish immigration to the Carolinas.  She gave a talk on that topic at the Scottish Heritage Symposium at St. Andrews College, Laurinburg, NC, in March, 2005.

Anya Jabour (University of Montana) is completing a book manuscript entitled Scarlett’s Sisters:  Young Women in the Old South, under contract with the University of North Carolina Press.

Cynthia A. Kierner (University of North Carolina at Charlotte) has published Scandal at Bizarre:  Rumor and Reputation in Jefferson’s America with Palgrave MacMillan.

Sharon Watkins Lang (U.S. Army Space and Missile Defense Command) and co-author Lewis Bernstein published Seize the High Ground:  The U.S. Army in Space and Missile Defense (U.S. Government Printing Office).  

Shelly Lemons (St. Louis Community College—Meramec) completed her Ph.D. at Oklahoma State University in 2004.  Her dissertation was entitled “Down on First Street:  Prostitution in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 1900-1930.”

Barbara Mattick (Florida State University) is presently acting chief of historic preservation at the Florida Department of State.

Melissa McEuen’s (Transylvania University) book Seeing America:  Women Photographers Between the Wars appeared in paperback with University Press of Kentucky in 2004.  She received a research fellowship from the Institute for Southern Studies at the University of South Carolina for her current project, Making War, Making Women:  The Construction of Femininity on the Home Front, 1941-1945.
Gail Murray’s (Rhodes College) edited collection, Throwing Off the Cloak of Privilege:  White Southern Women Activists in the Civil Rights Era was published last year.  It included essays by several SAWH members.  

Jennifer Ross-Nazzal (NASA Johnson Space Center) was recently promoted to the position of NASA Johnson Space Center historian.

Judith K. Schafer (Tulane University) will leave the Murphy Institute at Tulane on July 1, 2005 to become a full-time faculty member in the Tulane history department.  She will also continue to teach at the Tulane Law School.

Jane E. Schultz’s (Indiana University/Purdue University—Indianapolis) book, Women at the Front:  Hospital Workers in Civil War America, was one of four finalists for this year’s Lincoln Prize.

Sarah Silkey (University of East Anglia) was recently awarded a two-year pre-doctoral fellowship at the Carter G. Woodson Institute for African-American and African Studies at the University of Virginia.

Diane Miller Sommerville (Fairleigh Dickinson University) published Rape and Race in the Nineteenth Century South with University of North Carolina Press.

Jonathan David Wells (Johnson and Wales University) recently published The Origins of the Southern Middle Class, 1800-1861 with University of North Carolina Press.

New Members

Mary Lynn Cluff (North Georgia College and State 

University)

Dana McGill Cooper (Texas Christian University)

Laura Foxworth (Clemson University)

Elizabeth Gritter (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Catherine L. Holmes (University of Georgia)

Katarina Keane (University of Maryland)

Sherry Laymon (Arkansas State University)

Kelly Morrow (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Pamela Nickless (University of North Carolina at Asheville)
Katie Otis (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill)

Dawn Smith (Clemson University)

Jonathan David Wells (Johnson and Wales University)
Elizabeth Whitaker (Clemson University)

In Memoriam

Dorothy (Dottie) DeMoss, 1942-2005


Dorothy (Dottie) DeMoss, a lifetime member of SAWH, died on January 12, 2005 at her home in Denton, Texas, from complications from colon cancer that she had fought for three years.  Had she lived until February 17, she would have been 63.  She had retired as Professor of History for health reasons from Texas Woman’s University in 2003 after teaching there for 37 years.  


Dottie was born in Houston and reared in Dallas where she graduated from Hockaday School.  She received her B.A. from Rice University in 1963, the M.A. from the University of Texas at Austin in 1966, and the Ph.D. from Texas Christian University in 1981.  Texas history was her passion.  She was the author of The History of Apparel Manufacturing in Texas, 1897-1981 (New York, 1989) and numerous biographical sketches and reference work articles.  She was a former member of the executive council of the Southern Historical Association and a former chair of both its Committee on Women and Membership Committee.  Until her illness, she was a familiar figure at the triennial meetings of the SAWH.  For her church, St. Andrew Presbyterian in Denton, she served as an elder, clerk of the session, and a lay reader.  She was particularly beloved for her participation in the AIDS outreach program of her church.  She was a former president of the Denton branch of the American Association of University Women and of the TWU chapter of the honorary society, Phi Kappa Phi.


In addition to the respect for Dottie’s professionalism and integrity that led to the offices she held in academic circles, she possessed so many endearing personal qualities that won for her the devotion of a host of friends.  To meet her was to become her friend.  As one of her TWU colleagues said, “She had a diversity of interests, but the common denominator in her interests was human beings and their comfort and success.”  She was adored in the TWU faculty community and her many, many students over the years never forgot her lectures nor the compassion and understanding she held for them as individuals.  One student wrote that she was simply trying to “celebrate her life, rather than mourn her passing,” and that is what Dottie would have wanted of all of us.  SAWH members have the fondest memories of her.  As Betsy Jacoway put it, “She was always a bright spot in my life, a beautiful smiling, lady-like, but approachable presence that I looked forward to seeing every November.”  Dottie was simply great fun to know.  Some of us remember her delight in learning that GRITS tee shirts could be bought at a shop in the Quarter in Charleston and our dash in the rain so that we could display that we were “Girls Raised in the South.”  


Those who wish to honor her life by a memorial gift may contribute to the Dorothy DeMoss Memorial Scholarship in History, Texas Woman’s University Office of Institutional Development, Box 425618, Denton, TX  76204.




Martha Swain




Mississippi State University


In Memoriam

LaWanda Fenlason Cox, 1909-2005

LaWanda Fenlason Cox passed away February 2, 2005 in her home in New York City at the age of 95.  One of the most distinguished, respected, and influential historians of her generation, she was a member of SAWH from its founding until her death.

Born in Aberdeen, Washington, on September 24, 1909, LaWanda Fenlason earned her B.A. at the University of Oregon in 1931, a masters from Smith College in 1934, and her Ph.D. from the University of California, Berkeley in 1941. 

In 1940, Cox accepted a teaching position at Hunter College.  Except for a brief stint at Goucher College in Baltimore (1944-46), she was a member of the history faculty at Hunter and the City University of New York's Graduate Center until her retirement in 1971.  She was a legendary teacher at Hunter, influencing two generations of students there.


Cox completed a pioneering study of agricultural labor in the United States as her dissertation.  This work led her to study the plight of former slaves in the post-Civil War South and, ultimately, Reconstruction policy and politics.  Her scholarly writing dramatically revised understandings of Reconstruction.  Civil rights was the era’s defining issue, she demonstrated, not merely a product of Republican vindictiveness toward the South or a smokescreen to obscure the party's efforts to advance the interests of big business.  The most complete and eloquent statement of her position came in Politics, Principle, and Prejudice, 1865-1866: Dilemma of Reconstruction America, which was published in 1963 by the Free Press and won the American Historical Association's John H. Dunning Prize. Subsequent work, including Reconstruction, the Negro, and the New South extended the argument to emphasize the far-reaching—if hotly contested—changes effected by Reconstruction-era civil rights policy. 


 Cox was also a highly influential Lincoln scholar.  In Lincoln and Black Freedom (1981), she boldly challenged the reigning scholarly consensus that held that Lincoln was, at best, a reluctant emancipator.  While acknowledging the role African Americans themselves played in ending slavery, Cox’s characteristically meticulous research and careful reading of the sources made a compelling case for Lincoln's pivotal role in emancipation and commitment to civil rights for the former slaves.


Throughout the 1980s, Cox remained an active scholar.  She also conceived and guided the Symposium on Emancipation and Its Aftermath, which met annually in New York City from 1979 to 1989.  A lively forum, it offered an opportunity for scholars to present work-in-progress and served as an incubator for a number of important studies that appeared in the 1980s and 1990s.


She was preceded in death by her husband, John Cox, and is survived by her niece, Joan Mason of Los Angeles.




Donald Nieman




Bowling Green State University
CANDIDATE STATEMENTS

For Second Vice President—Laura Edwards, Duke University

Laura F. Edwards

Statement
I am honored to be asked to run for second vice-president of the SAWH.  The SAWH has been the most important professional organization in my career, and I look forward to the opportunity to give something back to group that has meant so much to me.  I have deep commitment to both the organization’s members and the SAWH’s larger mission–and my hope is that we can continue that legacy, while bringing in new people and stretching outward to address new issues as they arise.  I understand that one of the challenges facing the SAWH is the management of growth.  While that growth is a product of the SAWH’s success, it also poses new questions about maintaining the organization’s culture and its mission.  At the same time, I would encourage efforts to reach outward, building the membership to reflect both changes in the scholarship and the racial and ethnic diversity of those working in the field.  I applaud the SAWH’s commitment to supporting innovative scholarship and the reputation of its annual talks and triennial conferences as places where people look for new, cutting edge work.  I hope that the organization will continue that commitment, while also attending to the other needs of its members.  I particularly applaud the SAWH’s strong commitment to graduate students.  Like many members I know, I became involved in the SAWH as a graduate student; it was one of the few places in the profession where I felt welcome by both junior and senior scholars, where I found professional support, and where I could find other people whose research interests were similar to my own.  If I learned anything from my recent experience as program chair of the 2003 conference, it was that this aspect of the SAWH remains both incredibly important and absolutely necessary.  I hope that the SAWH will not only build on this strength, but also find new ways to involve graduate students in the organization.  Their presence and ideas can be energizing and challenging; they are also the future of the organization.  Graduate students, however, are not the only ones who need the organization’s support.  The SAWH has a diverse membership, all of whom face an array of different professional challenges over the course of their careers–particularly in the rapidly changing world in which we all work.  I would also support efforts to find new ways of identifying and addressing those issues, building on what I understand to be the very best part of the SAWH’s legacy. 

Biography
I am a Professor in the History Department at Duke University, a job I never expected to have.  In high school, I trained to be a musician.  Then, along the way, under the influence of extraordinary teachers, I became hooked on history and began imagining a life as an historian instead of a 

musician, although I was uncertain how one actually made a living in history–the idea seemed even more improbable than music.  A series of people helped make that farfetched scheme both concrete and possible: the professors in History and the American Culture program at Northwestern University where I did my undergraduate work; the faculty and graduate students at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill where I received my Ph.D.; and the staff and fellows at the Newberry Library, where I worked for two years while finishing my dissertation and undergoing the trials of the job market.  After the Newberry, I worked in a one-year position at the History Department at the University of Chicago, before moving to a tenure track position in History at the University of South Florida.  Four years later, I moved across the country to UCLA.  From there, I moved back to North Carolina, to Duke, where I have taught since 2000. 

My publications include two books:  Gendered Strife and Confusion:  The Political Culture of Reconstruction (1997) and Scarlett Doesn't Live Here Anymore: Southern Women in the Civil War Era (2000).  I have also published articles on various aspects of southern history, with a particular focus on women, gender, race, labor, and law in the periods of slavery and emancipation.  I am now working on a book that explores changes in the construction of inequality in the post-Revolutionary South, focusing particularly on the changing relationship of all domestic dependents–slaves, wives, children, and servants–to the state.

I have been a member of the SAWH since I was in graduate school.  I attended my first SAWH conference in 1991, and presented a paper there; I have missed only one conference since then.  I became active in the organization soon after my first conference, with service that includes: the graduate committee, the book exhibit chair (1997 Charleston conference), nominating committee, long range planning committee, Julia Cherry Spruill Book Prize Committee, and program chair for the 2003 conference in Athens.  

For Executive Council—Frances Pollard, Virginia Historical Society

Stat SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1ement


I am honored to have been nominated for the Executive Council.  I have been an SAWH member ever since Connie Schulz expressed surprise that I wasn’t a member and encouraged me to join.  In addition to attending the conferences, I was head of the local arrangements committee for the Fifth Southern Conference on Women’s History in 2000.


In her recent president’s column (Winter 2005), Michele K. Gillespie wrote about the importance of long–range planning in establishing organizational priorities.  As the SAWH continues to fulfill its mission, I welcome the opportunity to examine these priorities from a public history perspective, and I look forward to working with its outstanding leadership. 

Biography


Like many people who grew up in Virginia, I often feel like I have been pickled in history.  After receiving my MSLS from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and my undergraduate degree from the University of Richmond, I joined the Virginia Historical Society in 1981 and now serve as the Director of Library Services.  My work has put me in close contact with researchers studying southern history, especially our Mellon Fellows.  Since 1988, this program has funded over 400 historians and graduate students to conduct research and to share their findings through publications and conferences.  I have crossed paths with most of the fellows, and I have been advising graduate students for so long that I am now advising their graduate students.  


To assist these scholars and students, I co-directed the publication of Documenting Women’s Lives: a User’s Guide to Manuscripts at the Virginia Historical Society (1996).  The Mellon Fellows program and the manuscript guide have stimulated research interest in Virginia women, and it has been rewarding to witness what imaginative and persistent historians can extract from the collections.

For Graduate Representative—

Danielle McGuire, Rutgers University

I am thrilled to be nominated to serve as the graduate student representative to the SAWH executive committee and feel honored to be associated with such a fine group of scholars.

I received a bachelor’s degree in Afro-American Studies from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. I was close to graduating when I reluctantly enrolled in my first history course. It was a class on the civil rights movement in Mississippi, and my professor, Tim Tyson, decided the best way to teach us about the past was to take us to the places and introduce us to the people who made history.  I fell in love with history—Southern history to be exact—and never looked back. I went on to complete a Master’s degree in Afro-American Studies and spent two years as the Diversity Education Specialist at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. I loved my job working with undergraduate students, but knew my heart lay in doing research, writing and teaching history. When I met Nancy Hewitt and Steven Lawson, I knew I would be in good hands at Rutgers University, where I am now a PhD candidate in the History Department.  I am in the process of researching and writing a dissertation that analyzes sexualized violence and the defense of black womanhood in the postwar American South, and investigates how sexual violence often served as a catalyst for the modern civil rights movement.  

Please Keep Us Informed

We would love to know what you’ve been doing lately.  Please send member news and address changes to us by July 15, 2005 for the Fall 2005 newsletter.  (Please write legibly.  Sometimes it is quite a challenge to decipher member names and news.)

Please send all correspondence to:

Megan Shockley--SAWH 

Dept. of History

16 Hardin Hall 

Clemson University

Clemson, SC  29634

Mshockl@clemson.edu
[image: image1.wmf]

SAWH 2005 EXECUTIVE COUNCIL ELECTIONS

Please review the candidate statements on pages 5 and 6, mark your ballot below, remove the ballot page, fold it in half with the address on the outside, tape it closed, and send it in.

FOR SECOND VICE PRESIDENT:


Laura Edwards, Duke University


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE  ________________________________________

FOR EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEMBER:


Frances Pollard, Virginia Historical Society


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE  ________________________________________

FOR GRADUATE STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE:


Danielle McGuire, Rutgers University


WRITE-IN CANDIDATE ________________________________________






















Melissa Walker, Executive Secretary
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Spartanburg, SC  29302
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Place first-class stamp here





The SAWH Newsletter is published


three times a year by the 


Southern Association for Women Historians





Managing Editor: Melissa Walker		              


Phone (864) 596-9104


		Fax (864) 596-9202


		Converse College


		Dept. of History and Politics


		Spartanburg, SC  29302


		Melissa.Walker@Converse.
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Web Site: http://www.h-net.msu.edu/~sawh


Membership is $18 per year for regular members, and $5 per year for graduate students, retirees, and independent scholars. A lifetime membership is available for $200, payable in quarterly installments. The SAWH especially welcomes as members women and men who are interested in southern history and/or women’s history, as well as all women historians in any field who live in the South.





If you would like to become a member or know of someone who would like to be a member of this dynamic organization, 


just fill out the enclosed membership


form and mail it in with your check


made payable to SAWH.
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