ANTH 3355  Society and Culture in Europe
(This syllabus is set up for a 3 hour/1 night-a-week course)

Professor Nibbs, 4th floor of Heroy 438A, Office phone 214-768-4137, fnibbs@smu.edu

Course Outline:  
The European continent is the homeland for many diverse cultures struggling to maintain their ways of life and thrive or even to survive in the 21st century. The course uses contemporary Europe as a lens through which to look at general themes in anthropology such as; Identity, Migration, Religion, Social Organization, Food, and Traditionalism vs Modernization. The course will cover issues of Nationalism, the end of a socialist East, and the cultural construction of the EU.


Course Objectives:
	1. To promote understanding of cultural and intellectual currents in Europe at the 	end of the nineteenth century 

	2. To promote understanding of the historical forces that have shaped 	European culture in this period 

	4. To examine some of the social processes affecting contemporary European 	societies

	5.  To provide an overview of key themes in anthropology as they play out in 	contemporary European culture 

	3. To promote the capacity to work with a diverse range of primary sources, 	including literary texts, visual images, and published official sources

Coursework and Assessment:
Index Card Quizzes		15%      (will drop the 2 lowest scores)
Attendance/participation	5%
Midterm 		- 	20%
Weekly Passport Papers	30%
Presentation/Participation	10%
Final Exam			20%
Total 				100%
Course Format:
Required Texts:

1. Yoors. Jan (1987) The Gypsies. Waveland
2. Forward, Jean (2001) Endangered Peoples of Europe. Westport, CT: Greenwood Press
3. Smith, Bonnie (2007) Europe in the Contemporary World. Boston: Bedford.
4. Additional readings can be accessed on Blackboard

Readings:  Three different readings are assigned for each week. All readings must be read before class each day. This course requires that you keep up on the readings as they are vital for the writing assignments and discussions. There will, therefore, be a short quiz (answer fits on an index card) at the start of every class to test if you have done the readings. You can miss 2 of them or drop the 2 lowest scores.  Each index card quiz is eligible for one of the following three scores: 100/75/0. 

Course Writing Component: Passport Europe:  At the beginning of the semester students will chose a country in Europe on which they wish to focus. Each week the students will collect news stories or current event articles from the internet, magazines, or newspapers that focus on the country’s mindset and correspond in some way with current week’s theme.  They will write a 2  page piece thoroughly synthesizing the readings for the day with class lecture and films. Using anthropological analyses explain how it corresponds to the cultural mindset and theme of the day. The themes discussed in this course are: honor and shame, nationalism or national identity, interethnic conflict, modernization, traditionalism, romanticizing the past, social organization (family or household), religion, immigrants, food, the after-effects of socialism, and the cultural construction of an “EU”. The student will support their claims with references from course lectures, films, and readings. These writing are due at the beginning of every class. Specific instructions and an example will be given out the first day of class.  

Passport Presentations: At the end of the semester, students will make a 5 minute presentation on 2 themes/articles from their Passport. Get creative and use a variety of visuals to support your presentation. Specific instructions will be given out in class.
Disability Accommodations: Students needing academic accommodations for a disability must first contact Ms. Rebecca Marin, Coordinator, Services for Students with Disabilities (214-768-4557) to verify the disability and establish eligibility for accommodations. They should then schedule an appointment with the professor to make appropriate arrangements. (See University Policy No. 2.4.). 
Religious Observance: Religiously observant students wishing to be absent on holidays that require missing class should notify their professors in writing at the beginning of the semester, and should discuss with them, in advance, acceptable ways of making up any work missed because of the absence. (See University Policy No. 1.9.). 
Excused Absences for University Extracurricular Activities: Students participating in an officially sanctioned, scheduled University extracurricular activity should be given the opportunity to make up class assignments or other graded assignments missed as a result of their participation. It is the responsibility of the student to make arrangements with the instructor prior to any missed scheduled examination or other missed assignment for making up the work. (University Undergraduate Catalogue).
Attendance:  Students are expected to attend all class sessions.  If you will not be able to attend a specific session, you must make arrangements with another student to get copies of notes, etc.  Because of the nature of meeting one day a week, only two (2) unexcused absences for any reason will be excused before a student is dropped from the course. Assignments must be turned in on time; for each 24-hour period an assignment is late, one full grade will be deducted (e.g., an “A” paper will become a “B” paper, etc.).  Appropriate medical and family excuses will be accepted, with proof, in order to establish new dates for assignments.  

Field Trip:  There is a field trip planned during one of the regularly scheduled time periods of our class.  Attendance and respectful behavior is expected during the outing. 



Week One:  Who is a European?/ Why history is important to culture/historical overview of post WWII  Europe 
A Historical profile of the continent as it reflects cultural mind-sets, or the manner in which its members think, feel, and act; 

Readings:
· Textbook,  Europe in the Contemporary World ( read Pg xxv – xxix,  Pg 384-418, look at picture essay on Pg 431-438)
· On Blackboard: Eller, Jack (2009) Cultural Anthropology: Global Forces, Local Lives. Wadsworth/Thomson Learning: Belmont, CA., “Understanding and Studying Culture”
· Gypsies, Chapter 1
Films – Them vs. Us

	European Tour: History and Tradition, 






Week Two:  Language and Identity in Europe

Homework due:
Passport History due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:

· On Blackboard: Holt and Gubbins, “Language and Identity II – Introduction” 
· “The Basques” In Endangered Peoples of Europe
· Gypsies, Chapter 2
Films – Language
	       In Search of the First Language

Week Three:  The Mediterranean Peasant Life/ Honor, Shame
To understand the legacy of small-community studies that categorized the peoples of the Mediterranean as ‘Other’ and “backward,” and to understand how the idea of honor and shame has shaped gender relations in this area. 

Homework due:
Passport Language and Identity due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings:
· On Blackboard: Honor and Shame
·  On Blackboard: Collier, Jane (1985) From Mary to modern woman: the material basis of Marianismo and its transformation in a Spanish village. American Ethnologist. Pp100-106
· On Blackboard: Brettell, Caroline, “Nineteenth Century Travelers’ Accounts of the Mediterranean Peasant.” Ethnohistory 33(2):159-173
· Gypsies, Chapter 3
Films   Europe: Southern Region, 

 Those Who Don't Work Don't Make Love. 






Week Four:  Nationalism in European 
Originally seen as a positive force, the emergence of nationalism has often resulted in warfare and the persecution of minorities. Students will understand the form of nationalism has taken in contemporary Europe, including the experience of ethnonations and increasing autonomy in the wake of a weakening of the multinational state and the transfer of their sovereignty upwards to the European Union and downwards to the “ethnonations.”

Homework due:
Passport Mediterranean due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings
- Textbook, Europe in the Contemporary World  (Pg 26-32,  Pg 55-60, Pg 458-459)

- On Blackboard: Kolsto, Pal. Nation-Building in the Former USSR.  Journal of Democracy. 7.1 (1996) 118-123 [READ FIRST 5 PAGES ONLY] 

	- The Former Yugoslavians In Endangered Peoples of Europe

-Gypsies, Chapter 4

Films    Western tradition. 
	Prelude to Kosovo: War and Peace in Bosnia and Croatia
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Week Five:  Central Europe 
We will examine the phenomenon of ethnic conflict since 19th century till present in Central and Eastern Europe.  How important is “ethnicity” as opposed to politics, economics, or other factors in generating ethnic conflict?  Why is it more prominent in some places than others? We will examine these questions through a mix of theoretical readings and in-depth case studies of genocide, sectarian violence, state dissolution, riots, and racial tensions commonly considered ethnic conflict.
Homework due:
Passport Nationalism due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings: 
- Textbook, Europe in the Contemporary World  (Pg 195-197,  Pg 232)
-  On Blackboard: Ingrao, Charles (1999): Understanding Ethnic Conflict in Central Europe: An Historical Perspective. In: Nationalitites Papers, 27. Jg., Heft 2, S. S. 291-317.
- Gypsies , Chapter 5
Film   Europe: Central Region  
Last yoik in Saami forests?
Week Six: Tradition against Modernity/ Nostalgia through European Festivals
Exemplifies the disintegration of rural areas in industrialized nations and examines the contemporary trend in Europe to romanticize and long for an ideal past illustrated through the revival of European folk festivals.  

Homework due:
Passport Central Europe due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings:
· The Tyroleans of Austria In  Endangered Peoples of Europe
-   On Blackboard: JP Mitchell, 1998, “Nostalgic construction of community: memory and social identity in urban Malta” Ethnos 63: 1
-      Gypsies, Chapter 6
Films
· A Family in France: A Story About the Passing of Time. 

· Mixed Blessings: Changing Irish Identity
Week Seven:  Kinship and Social Organization
Students will look at how family life, space and place are influenced by culture in contemporary European society. 

Homework due:
Passport Nostalgia through Folk Festival due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings
· Textbook, Europe in the Contemporary World  (Pg 295-299 “Sweden’s Battle for Population”, and pg 572-573 “The Redefined Family”, and 591 “The Postindustrial Worker and Family Life”)
- On Blackboard: Introduction, Ketzer, David and Marzio Barbagli Eds, In Family Life In The 20th Century: The History of the European Family.

· Gypsies, Chapter 7

Film
· Europe - Where have All the Children Gone? 

Week Eight:  Midterm EXAM		
Readings:  Gypsies, Chapter 8-9 

Week Nine:   Religion
Unhealed wounds of history combined with a cycle of violence that goes back for centuries, religion and ethnic identity seem to have been a key reason for disputes that led to wars in Europe. While, in our days, the Balkans’ religions have been co-opted, as to serve the interest of political leaders, in the Northern Ireland, however, religion has been considered mainly a loyalty test. Students will understand and identify what a religion is and its basic features through European variations.

Homework due:
Passport Family and Social Organization due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings
·  Textbook, Europe in the Contemporary World  (Pg 587-590 “Political, Ethnic, and Religious Violence”, and Pg. 703-707 “Islam in Europe”)

· On Blackboard: Veiled Intolerance, The Nation

· Northern Ireland: Between war and peace In  Endangered Peoples of Europe

· Gypsies, Chapter 10

Films
Out of Ashes: Northern Ireland’s Fragile Peace 

Young, Muslim and French



Week Ten:  Food and Culture
Looks at the profound impact of food, alcohol in particular, on national identity. Students will be able to identify the wide range of social functions that food and drink plays in different parts of Europe, including solidifying social ties, strengthening political alliances, power in bars and pubs, as gift, social status, and its role in day-to day rituals, and national identity.  

Homework due:
Passport Religion due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings

-  On Blackboard: Drinking Cultures: Alcohol and Identity ,by Thomas Wilson, Chapter 7,  “Consuming wine in France: The wondering drinker and the von – anomie” 

· Gypsies,  Chapter 11
Field Trip -  Café Madrid/ restaurant  

Week Eleven:  People on the Move/ European Migration
In the background of historical parallels, this discusses the crucial problem of interethnic relations in Europe

Homework due:
Passport Restaurant due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings

-     Textbook, Europe in the Contemporary World  (read Pg. 512-529, and 683-690, 
       look at picture essay “The Changing Face of Europe” on Pg 540-548). 

· On Blackboard:  Immigrant Labor in the Villages, Lawrence, Christopher, In Blood and Oranges: Immigrant Labor and European Markets in Rural Greece

· Gypsies, Chapter 12

Films
· “No Colors: Racism and Xenophobia toward influx of foreign workers in Europe  

 Frankfurt: The Euro-City

Week Twelve –  No Class
 Readings/ Gypsies Chapter 13

Week Thirteen:  Changing Europe/ Life after communism
Discusses how the national identity has changed in parts of East Europe as a consequence of the collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Homework due:
Passport Immigration due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings

-    On Blackboard: Drajykucm Slavenka, Café Europe: Life After Communism,    
      Chapters, Café Europa, and  A Nostalgic Party at the Graveyard

· On Blackboard:  Pachenkob, O. and Voronkova, L. “New Old Identities and Nostalgias for Socialism at St. Petersburg and Berlin Flea Markets,”  Pg 191-216 
· Gypsies. Chapters  14
Films
· Test the West! 

· A Bar At The Victoria Station, 

Week Fourteen:  The EU: Cultural Construction of a European Identity
Will understand how Europe as an imaginary community has been experienced and described historically by travelers and explorers from other parts of the world.  Examines the cultural concept of Euroland.  Examines the relationship between place and identity in the concept of locality. 

Homework due:
Passport Life After Communism due in class today
Have the following read for the quiz:
Readings

· On Blackboard: Drajykucm Slavenka, Café Europe: Life After Communism, Chapter, “Invisible walls between us”

· On Blackboard: Shore, Chris. 2001. Inventing Homo European Integration. In Europe: Cultural Construction and Reality, Niedermauller and Stoklund Eds, pp 
· 53-66.
· On Blackboard:  Newspaper clippings

· Gypsies, final chapter 15

Films	- European Union

	  Test the West! 
	 

Week  Fifteen: Bringing it all together 
Homework due:
Passport EU Cultural Construction due in class today
PRESENTATIONS IN CLASS TODAY !!!!

Week Sixteen:  Last few presentations

Film:     Everyday life of Roma children in block 71

Review for final exam

Week 17: Final Exam 

