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 « Iglesia me llamo »: Church Asylum, Crime, Law, and Daily Life in Colonial Latin America, 1500s-1700s.

“My name is church” was the only expression uttered over and over during interrogations by numerous criminals in colonial Spanish America. The expression meant that, after even heinous crimes, outlaws could receive sanctuary at a local church and refuse to disclose any information to justice officials about their conduct. Even if they were proven guilty, neither death sentences nor severe physical punishment could be imposed upon them. Such criminals were confident that it would not be easy to remove them from the church and punish them, even lightly. In fact, groups of them turned churches into their permanent residences and were alleged to come freely in and out of church buildings under the cover of night, and also to bring lovers and liquor in. This paper discusses the legal mechanics of sanctuary, and discusses social evidence of asylum cases gathered in archives of Spain, Mexico and Colombia.
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