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In this paper I will explore the specificity of the Gandhian discourse of freedom and its relation to the idea of law. Unlike in the west, where the discourse of freedom and the discourse of law have been two sides of the same historical movement, in India in contrast,  the Gandhian discourse of freedom saw as its primary telos the overcoming of the idea of law altogether.  In fact, Gandhi termed this envisioned state of 'lawlessness' as 'enlightened anarchy'.  In the ultimate analysis, I will argue, for Gandhi, the discourse and practice of freedom consisted in an ethical transcending of the law.  


The Gandhian movement for independence from British rule has been studied primarily in terms of its insistence on nonviolence.  The unstated assumption behind such a perspective is that the goal of the Gandhian movement was essentially the same as that of any other anticolonial movement or movement for democracy, with the difference that in India, the means adopted in the movement was primarily nonviolent.  Contesting this view, I will argue in this paper, that in the Gandhian movement, the immediate goal of political freedom from British rule was anchored in and subordinated to a more fundamental goal of freedom that was based not on notions of juridical liberty or individual rights, but in the traditional Indian discourse of transendental freedom.  Indeed it would be impossible to understand the Gandhian discourse of non-violence without a prior study of the specificity of this discourse of transcendental freedom and its relationship to the idea of law.

