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This paper will explore the cultural and social world surrounding elite black lawyers in the 1920s and 1930s, analyzing these lawyers’ changing class-inflected concepts of civil rights.  During the 1920s, the leaders of the black bar articulated a civil rights program that was profoundly influenced by notions of race uplift and middle class identity.  The economic and social theories underlying their politics gave rise to a civil rights program that focused largely (although not exclusively) on advancing the interests of the urban black middle class.  Their politics of civil rights underwent a profound change during the 1930s, because of the influence of the Great Depression, the New Deal and the emergence of a sustained leftist politics within Northern black communities.  My paper will chart these changing contours of civil rights politics, focusing on lawyers such as Raymond and Sadie Alexander and Charles Hamilton Houston.

