Law, Politics, and Reform in U.S. Legal History: Authors Meet Readers
Solicited Panel: 
Vicky Woeste, American Bar Foundation
Papers:

Edward Purcell Law, New York Law School 
Charles McCurdy History, University of Virginia
Clyde Spillenger Law, University of California, Los Angeles 
Comment:

Alfred Brophy Law, University of Alabama

This panel will generate critical discussion of the two 2003 Order of the Coif Prize-winning books:  Edward Purcell's Brandeis and the Progressive Constitution and Charles McCurdy's Anti-Rent Era in New York Law and Politics. Both books raise important questions about law, legal reform, ideology, and politics in the 19th and 20th centuries. Both books demonstrate how democratic assumptions about property and free commerce could be undermined by political constraints, changing notions about the roles of courts and legislatures, and the competing demands of property owners, regulators, and the polity in general.  Both books will also be considered in light of their historiographical and methodological contributions. The discussion will probe how they define and exemplify certain approaches to legal history and use familiar subjects and problems to map out new understandings of American constitutionalism.

