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Peter King completes the rout of the reformers. He argues that the most important reforms of the criminal justice system in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century were not achieved through legislation, and so were not the work of the reformers. King argues that the most important reforms of the criminal justice system were changes
in the practices of the courts, changes instituted by the courts themselves and by the public as its members changed the aims of the prosecutions they launched in the courts.

