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“The Work of Civil Rights in the 1940s”
This paper will explore the NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund’s (LDF) approach to complaints from African American workers and labor-related litigation in the 1940s.  In a departure from the NAACP’s earlier interest in agricultural labor, the LDF chose not to use the complaints it received from agricultural laborers as a source of litigation by the early 1940s.  By the late 1940s, it decided not to pursue complaints brought by industrial laborers either.  The cases both kinds of workers presented to the LDF increasingly diverged from the doctrinal, institutional, and political concerns of its lawyers and its constituency.  In turning away from such cases, the LDF purged questions of economic inequality from its civil rights litigation.  The civil rights it eventually succeeded in establishing as legal doctrine thus emerged out of and spoke to a distinctive “middle class” African American world. 

