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“The Condemned of the Old Bailey, 1714-1837: Statistical Perspectives”
Simon Devereaux's paper examines the reformers' work on The Bloody Code. His argument is two-pronged. Prong One: the "statistics" presenting the numbers of those condemned and executed, which the reformers produced to criticize the Code, and upon which historians have relied, are defective. What these defective statistics have masked is Prong Two: shifts in the scale of conviction and in procedures for pardon which suggest major new departures in official thinking about the purpose of capital punishment, shifts which cast as much light upon reform of the Code as does the work of the reformers.

