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     May 2004 marks the 50th anniversary of the Supreme Court’s landmark decision in Brown v. Board of Education.  The decision marked the beginning of a new federal involvement in the area of civil rights at a level not seen since the Reconstruction era.  Since 1951, the Brazilian government has also made a national committment to combatting racial discrimination.  The 1951 statute Lei Afonso Arinos was Brazil=s first national civil rights statute.  It set the stage for the Brazilian approach to civil rights law including not only legal prohibition of racial discrimination but the criminalization of  racial discrimination and racism as well.  This paper provides a comparative look at the last half century of civil rights law in Brazil and the United States and the relative effectiveness of law in combatting discrimination against Afro-Brazilians and African Americans.

