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The twelfth century witnessed the emergence of canon law as a legal science. With the appearance of Gratian’s Decretum in mid-century, the formal study in universities such as Bologna enabled the Church to develop, perpetuate, and refine a legal curriculum. Central to this enterprise were gloss and summa, the ever-expanding learned commentary on Gratian’s compendium. For more than a century, scholars have focused their attention on identifying and analyzing the individuals and schools that rapidly gathered around Gratian. Less appreciated, however, is the study of pre-Gratian canonical collections outside the universities. In monastic and cathedral schools throughout the West, scribes continued to copy and—as this paper will demonstrate—even comment upon older compilations of canon law. An excellent example is the heavily glossed copy of Ivo of Chartres Panormia found today in Cambridge, University Library Ff iv 41. The Panormia was compiled sometime in the early twelfth century and survives today in over 130 manuscripts, proof of its wide reception. Indeed, it was the most widely-copied collection prior to the Decretum. The manuscript in question can be dated with reasonable confidence to the late twelfth century and located, on the basis of paleographical analysis, to an unidentified monastic foundation in northern England.

The proposed paper comes from my work with Dr. Martin Brett of Robinson College, Cambridge on creating the first modern, critical edition of the Panormia. Through our work, available online in provisional form at http://wtfaculty.wtamu.edu/~bbrasington/panormia.html, a number of glossed manuscripts have come to light. Among these, however, the Cambridge Panormia is extraordinary for the number, range, and sophistication of glosses. These apparently come from at least two, anonymous, monastic readers from the late twelfth century. They betray considerable familiarity with canon and secular law, especially feudal custom. Neither commentator mentions any sort of identification with a school. The glosses carry no sigla that would reveal affiliation with the schools of commentary on Gratian already formed by the time this manuscript of the Panormia was copied.  I have published studies already on the theological issues confronted by these glosses.
 The proposed paper analyzes the extensive glosses to canons in Books 5 and 6 of collection. These books treat legal process and terminology and not only draw texts from ecclesiastical law but also from civil law. Analysis of the glosses to these books will reveal the knowledge of procedure and jurisprudence in a setting outside the university. Of additional interest is the periodic marginal analysis that takes the form of a “summa” or summarizing commentary. While common in contemporary manuscripts of Gratian’s Decretum, such a reading of the text in a pre-Gratian collection is, in my experience to date, unique to this manuscript. 

In sum, the proposed paper offers a study of the understanding of the law in a period of great innovation and change. It views this remarkable moment in the development of canon law from the unusual perspective of a monastery, not a university, and takes as its text, not Gratian, but the famous collection of his predecessor, Bishop Ivo of Chartres. 
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