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John Beattie's paper demonstrates that, 80 years before Peel created a "rational" police, in response to reformers' claims that London's policing was non-existent, metropolitan London in fact had in the Bow Street Runners a quite effective detective force. Indeed, Peel's new police force, created as a "preventive police", resulted in the destruction of the quite effective detective force centered upon the Runners. In terms of detection, the "reformed" police were much less effective than the supposedly ineffective police they replaced.

