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Toleration, Pluralism and Research on Religion in America

A recent exchange in the Journal of American History included some discussion of the idea that historians should turn their attention to the arguably neglected subject of religion in 20th century American life.   This paper addresses one methodological issue in relation to such work.  The effort is to illustrate differences between ‘tolerance’ and ‘pluralism’ as underlying assumptions.  The paper begins with a review of Professor Kenneth LaTourette's “The Christian Understanding of History,” the 1948 Presidential Address to the American Historical Association.  The paper goes on to outline two model accounts of religion and law in the newest American state, Hawaii.  One version is built on the idea of tolerance or toleration, the other on a strongly pluralist understanding of Hawaii’s religious history.   While “tolerance” and “pluralism” are words that can be used interchangeably -- see for example the two titles of this panel* -- they  can also carry different meanings grounding different narratives. 
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*This refers to a mistake on the webpage that has been corrected since the composition of this abstract.
