Plenary Session:  Law and Religious Pluralism

Law and religion constitute systems of belief, governed by rules and dedicated to modifying individual behavior.  The role of religion in public life and in the constitution of states and societies has acquired great prominence in the age of global terrorism.  This session identifies and examines some central issues in current work:  the influence of religious ideas on law; the multiplicity of religious experiences in societies with and without an established religion; and the relationship between individual freedom and religious orthodoxy.  Featuring renowned scholars of law and religion from the U.S. and France, the 2004 ASLH plenary offers considered reflections on the historical roots of church-state separation in the U.S.; on the tensions embodied in religious pluralism; and on the quality of individual rights and freedom in Islamic societies.  
