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San Miguel Mission to 
the Guarani
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The Jesuits established 
San Miguel Mission during 
the eastward expansion 
between 1610 and 1630 
into the western sections 
of the modern Brazilian 
state of Rio Grande do Sul. 
In response to raids by the 
bandeirantes, slave 
traders from Sao Paulo, 
the Jesuits relocated San 
Miguel to a site in what 
today is Misiones, 
Argentina.
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In 1680, the Portuguese 
established Colonia do 
Sacramento across the Plata 
estuary from Buenos Aires in 
what today is Uruguay. In the 
decade that followed the Jesuits 
relocated five missions to the 
east of the Uruguay River, and 
established two new missions. 
San Miguel was located to its 
present site in 1687, and later 
contributed population to 
establish San Juan Bautista.
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Population of San Miguel 
Mission, 1641-1827.

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

16
41

16
49

16
57

16
65

16
73

16
81

16
89

16
97

17
05

17
13

17
21

17
29

17
37

17
45

17
53

17
61

17
69

17
77

17
85

17
93

18
01

18
09

18
17

18
25

Year

Po
pu
la
tio
n

Population



Robert H. Jackson 5

c. 1756 Diagram of San 
Miguel.
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1784 Diagram of San 
Miguel Church, built 
between 1735 and 1745.
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Ruins in the 1840s
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Ruins of church today.
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Ruins of church.
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Aerial view of ruins.
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Aerial view of ruins.
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Aerial view of ruins.
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Aerial view of ruins.
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Aerial view of ruins.



Robert H. Jackson 15

Aerial view of ruins.
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Ruins of cloister.



Robert H. Jackson 17

Ruins of neophyte 
housing.
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Ruins of neophyte 
housing.
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Ruins of neophyte 
housing.
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In 1750, Spain and 
Portugal signed the Treaty 
of Madrid to establish 
boundaries in South 
America. Under the terms 
of the treaty, Spain would 
transfer to Portugal the 
territory east of the 
Uruguay River, the lands 
of the seven missions. The 
Guarani neophytes were to 
be relocated to new sites 
west of the river.
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The Guarani neophytes rose 
in rebellion in response to 
the plan for forced relocation. 
The so-called Guarani war 
ended in 1756 with a decisive 
defeat of Guarnai forces by a 
Spanish-Portuguese army.  
The Spanish-Portuguese 
occupied the missions, which 
sustained considerable 
damage to the buildings as 
well as estancias and farms.
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Spain later abrogated the 
Treaty of Madrid, and 
Portugal returned the seven 
missions to Spanish 
jurisdiction. The missions 
never returned to the 
prosperity of before 1750.
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Population of the Seven 
Trans-Uruguay Missions, 
1750-1827.
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The once large mission 
herds were greatly 
reduced.
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The population of San 
Miguel rapidly declined 
following the Jesuit 
expulsion, and the 
buildings slowly fell into 
ruin.


