History 338 (S) — The History of the Holocaust
Williams College
Spring 2005
Monday-Thursday 1:10-2:25

Professor Alexandra Garbarini
Phone: 597-2528

Email: agarbari@williams.edu
Office Hours: Stetson h20, Wednesday 10 a.m.-noon and by appointment

Course Description and Goals

In twenty-first century America, the murder of approximately six million
European Jews by Nazi Germany remains a central event in our political, moral, and
cultural universe. Nevertheless, the Holocaust still confounds historians' efforts to
understand both the motivations of the perpetrators and the suffering of the victims. In
this course, we will study the origins and implementation of the Holocaust from the
divergent perspectives of perpetrators and victims. We will investigate deeply the
interaction of individual lives and world historical events. We will also examine the
Holocaust within the larger context of the history of World War II in Europe and
historians' debates about Germany's exterminatory war aims.

This course has four main goals:

* to deepen your understanding of the events and experiences known as the
Holocaust, challenging received knowledge and investigating particular
areas of interest;

* to introduce you to different approaches to the study of the Holocaust;

* to explore the relationship between personal experience, historical events,
and forms of representation;

* to challenge you to develop your skills at reading, writing, discussing, and
analyzing.

Assigned Readings

The following books are for sale in the bookstore. They are also on reserve in the library.

Browning, Christopher. Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final
Solution in Poland. New Y ork: HarperPerennial, 1993.

Friedlander, Saul. Nazi Germany and the Jews, vol. 1, The Years of Persecution, 1933-
1939. New York: HarperCollins, 1997.

Gross, Jan T. Neighbors: The Destruction of the Jewish Community in Jedwabne Poland.
Penguin, 2002.


mailto:agarbari@williams.edu

Kaplan, Chaim Aron. Scroll of Agony: The Warsaw Diary of Chaim A. Kaplan.
Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, 1999.

Kaplan, Marion. Between Dignity and Despair: Jewish Life in Nazi Germany. New Y ork:
Oxford University Press, 1999.

Levi, Primo. Survival in Auschwitz. New York: Touchstone Books, 1995.

Sereny, Gitta. Into That Darkness: An Examination of Conscience. New York: Vintage,
1983.

Spiegelman, Art. Maus: A Survivor's Tale: My Father Bleeds History/Here My Troubles
Began. Pantheon Books, 1993.

In addition, a course packet with required readings is available for purchase in the
History Department Office (Stetson 310).

Course Requirements

You are expected to abide the Honor Code in executing all course assignments. If you are
uncertain about how the Honor Code applies to your work in this class, please come
speak to me. You can also consult the Student Handbook for more information
concerning the Honor Code.

1) Readings and Discussions

You are expected to attend all class meetings and to complete the readings by the date
assigned. Participation in the discussions of these readings is an essential part of the
course. In addition, we will watch a number of films outside of class. The films are
part of the course requirements. Attendance at the films is mandatory. All films are in
Griffin S.

Participation is worth 30% of your final grade.

2) Written Assignments

a) Six papers (4 double-spaced typed pages, standard margins, Times 12-point
font) based on the readings and films are required. I will give you questions to
write about in advance. Papers are due at the beginning of class. I will not
accept late papers. These papers are worth 40% of your final grade.

b) Final paper (6-8 double-spaced typed pages) is a short research paper
exploring one aspect of the history or historiography of the Holocaust. I can
recommend topics and texts. You need to meet with me to discuss your plan
for the paper before spring break. Due date: Monday, May 16™ at 5 pm in
my Stetson mailbox. This paper is worth 25% of your final grade.



¢) Map Quiz: Monday, February 21*. You should be able to locate the
following places on a blank map of Europe. To prepare, use the maps in your
books and an atlas of the Holocaust, if necessary. Some places are spelled
differently in different atlases. Ask if you are unsure about a place-name.
The quiz is worth 5% of your final grade.

Chelmno Germany
Belzec General Gouvernement
Treblinka Ukraine
Sobibor Vichy France
Auschwitz-Birkenau East Prussia
Majdanek Lithuania
Dachau Hungary
Westerbork
Vilna Vistula River
Lublin Bug River
Lodz Oder River
Warsaw Elbe River
Krakow Danube River
Lwow Baltic Sea
Danzig Black Sea
Riga
Leningrad
Odessa
Berlin
Dresden
Vienna
Prague
Budapest
Amsterdam

Weekly Schedule

Thursday, February 3: Introduction: Why study the Holocaust? Terminology

Monday, February 7: Modern Anti-Semitism, German Anti-Semitism
Readings: Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wipperman, The Racial State, 23-73
(packet).

Thursday, February 10: Nazi Anti-Semitism: Redemptive?
Readings: Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, 389-455 (packet).
Saul Friedlander, Nazi Germany and the Jews, "Introduction," 1-6;
chapter three, 73-112.



**PAPER DUE

Monday, February 14: Jewish life in Europe before the Third Reich: hope of
emancipation, diversity, coping with anti-Semitism
Readings: Paul Mendes-Flohr, German Jews: A Dual Identity, 25-65 (packet).
Memoirs by "Henry Buxbaum," "Wolfgang Roth," "Emil Schorsch," and Ottilie
Schonewald, née Mendel," in Monika Richarz, ed., Jewish Life in Germany:
Memoirs from Three Centuries, 301-306; 315-23; 333-42 (packet).
Eva Hoffman, Shtetl: The Life and Death of a Small Town and the World of
Polish Jews, 159-200 (packet).
Autobiographies by "S. Etonis" and "Esther" in Jeffrey Shandler, ed., Awakening
Lives: Autobiographies of Jewish Youth in Poland Before the Holocaus, 3-19;
321-43 (packet).

Thursday, February 17: Nazi racial state before the war, 1933-1935
Readings: Saul Friedldnder, Nazi Germany and the Jews, 9-72; 113-173.

Monday, February 21: Jewish life in the Third Reich, 1933-1938
Readings: Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, 17-73; 94-118.
Excerpts from Victor Klemperer, I Will Bear Witness: A Diary of the Nazi Years,
1933-1941 (packet).

MAP QUIZ

Thursday, February 24: Toward genocide? 1938-1939
Readings: Marion Kaplan, Between Dignity and Despair, 119-45.
Saul Friedldnder, Nazi Germany and the Jews, 269-333.
**PAPER DUE
CLASS MEETS IN SAWYER LIBRARY WITH REFERENCE LIBRARIAN
LORI DUBOIS.

***Film Screening — Sunday, February 27***
"Paragraph 175" (81 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9 p.m.

Monday, February 28: Nazi Persecution of the Disabled, Homosexuals, '"Asocials"
Readings: Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wipperman, The Racial State, 136-
197 (packet).
Geoffrey J. Giles, "The Institutionalization of Homosexual Panic in the Third
Reich," in Robert Gellately and Nathan Stoltzfus, eds., Social Outsiders in Nazi
Germany, 233-55 (packet).
Film: "Paragraph 175"

Thursday, March 3: Invasion of Poland: Expulsion and Concentration, 1939-1941
Readings: Christopher Browning, Path to Genocide, 3-56 (packet).
Tim Cole, Holocaust City, 25-48 (packet).




Extract from the Speech by Hitler on 30 January 1939 in Documents on the
Holocaust, ed. Yitzhak Arad, Israel Gutman, and Abraham Margaliot, 132-35
(packet).

Monday, March 7: Jewish Life in the Warsaw Ghetto (I)

Readings: Chaim Aron Kaplan, Scroll of Agony.

Thursday, March 10: Jewish Life in the Warsaw Ghetto (II)

Readings: Chaim Kaplan, Scroll of Agony.
**PAPER DUE

Monday, March 14: Jewish Responses in Eastern and Western Europe

Readings: Etty Hillesum, Letter dated [18] December 1942, in An Interrupted
Life and Letters from Westerbork, 241-56 (packet).

Herman Kruk, "Library and Reading Room in the Vilna Ghetto, Strashun Street
6," in Jonathan Rose, ed., The Holocaust and the Book, 171-200 (packet).

Thursdav, March 17: "The Final Solution': Plans and Decisions

Readings: Goring Order to Heydrich, 31 July 1941, in Documents on the
Holocaust, eighth edition, ed. Yitzhak Arad, Israel Gutman, and Abraham
Margaliot, 233 (packet).

Philippe Burrin, chapters five and six, in Hitler and the Jews: The Genesis of the
Holocaust, 115-47 (packet).

Christian Gerlach, "The Wannsee Conference, the Fate of German Jews, and
Hitler's Decision in Principle to Exterminate all European Jews," Journal of
Modern History 70 (December 1998): 759-812 (packet).

Christopher Browning, "Nazi Policy: Decisions for the Final Solution," in Nazi
Policy, Jewish Workers, German Killers, 26-57 (packet).

Saul Friedldnder, "Ideology and Extermination: The Immediate Origins of the
'Final Solution,' in Catastrophe and Meaning: The Holocaust and the Twentieth
Century, ed. Moishe Postone and Eric Santner, 17-33 (packet).

Enjoy spring break!!

Monday, April 4: Ordinary Men (I)?
Readings: Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men.

Thursday, April 7: Ordinary Men (II)?
Readings: Christopher Browning, Ordinary Men.
**PAPER DUE

***Film Screening — Sunday, April 10***
"Come and See" (142 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Monday, April 11: Operation Barbarossa and the Barbarization of Warfare



Readings: Omer Bartov, "Operation Barbarossa and the Origins of the Final
Solution," in The Final Solution: Origins and Implementation, ed. David
Cesarani, 119-36 (packet).

Christian Gerlach, "German Economic Interests, Occupation Policy, and the
Murder of the Jews of Belorussia, 1941/43, in National Socialist Extermination
Policies, ed. Ulrich Herbert, 210-39 (packet).

Film: "Come and See"

Thursday, April 14: Neighbors
Readings: Jan T. Gross, Neighbors.

Monday, April 18: Perpetrators: the Possibilities of Empathy
Readings: Gitta Sereny, Into That Darkness.

Thursday, April 21: Perpetrators: the Limits of Empathy
Readings: Gitta Sereny, Into That Darkness.
**PAPER DUE

Monday. April 25: The Implications of the '""Racial State' for Other (non-Jewish)
"Social Outsiders' to the Third Reich
Readings: Michael Burleigh and Wolfgang Wipperman, "The Persecution of
Sinti and Roma, and Other Ethnic Minorities," in The Racial State, 113-35
(packet).
Robert Gellately, "Police Justice, Popular Justice, and Social Outsiders in Nazi
Germany: The Example of Polish Foreign Workers," in Robert Gellately and
Nathan Stoltzfus, eds., Social Outsiders in Nazi Germany, 256-72 (packet).
Doris L. Bergen, "Sex, Blood, and Vulnerability: Women Outsiders in German-
Occupied Europe," in Robert Gellately and Nathan Stoltzfus, eds., Social
Outsiders in Nazi Germany, 273-93 (packet).

Thursday, April 28: Auschwitz
Readings: Primo Levi, Survival in Auschwitz.

***Film Screenings — "Shoah'" ***
Thursday, April 28:
"Shoah" disc one (141 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Sunday, May 1:
"Shoah" disc two (141 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Monday, May 2: Perpetrators, Collaborators, Bystanders (I)
Discussion of "Shoah"

***Film Screenings — "Shoah'" ***

Tuesday, May 3:
"Shoah" disc three (141 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.




Wednesday, May 4:
"Shoah" disc four (141 min.) in GRIFFIN 5 at 7 p.m. and 9:30 p.m.

Thursday, May 5: Rescue, Resistance (II)
Discussion of "Shoah"

Monday, May 9: Jewish Resistance and Survival
Readings: Lenore J. Weitzman, "Living on the Aryan Side in Poland: Gender,
Passing, and the Nature of Resistance," in Dalia Ofer and Lenore J. Weitzman,
eds., Women in the Holocaust, 187-212 (packet).
Nechama Tec, "Resistance," chap. 7, Resilience and Courage: Women, Men, and
the Holocaust, 256-339 (packet).
Primo Levi, "The Gray Zone," chapter two in The Drowned and the Saved, 36-69
(packet).
**PAPER DUE

Thursday, May 12: Representation, Memory, and the Second Generation
Readings: Art Spiegelman, Maus I and I1.

**FINAL PAPERS DUE MONDAY., MAY 16 at S pm




