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Module Outline

This course is designed as an undergraduate introduction to the environmental history of the
Western World over the past two centuries. It examines the history of environmental ideas
and attitudes to nature, alongside the history of human impacts on the environment globally
(the USA, Australia, New Zealand and Great Britain will be used as case studies). Other
topics addressed are the history of pollution and pesticide use, the history of our enjoyment of
the countryside, species history, the rise of popular movements concerned with the
environment, and the history of the role of the state in environmental protection. The history
of the concept of National Parks and Nature Reserves will be examined. No scientific
knowledge is required by students. The course is firmly grounded in the Humanities.

Learning Outcomes

(a) Knowledge and understanding

By the end of the module students should be able to:

-explain and interpret events in the environmental history of the Western World from 1800 to
the present.

-explain and interpret the nature of peoples' lives in the past and their differing motives,
attitudes and reactions to nature and the environment.

-evaluate how different societies have reacted to their surrounding environments.

-show an awareness of how environmental history contributes to a fuller understanding of
human history on the planet.

-think about why the discipline of history must include the historical study of the
relationships between human and natural environments.

(b) Intellectual Skills

By the end of the module students should be able to:

-think critically and imaginatively about the past.

-identify and address key problems and issues in environmental history.

-understand how environmental history is an important tool in understanding human history,
and works alongside social, political, economic and cultural history.

-construct coherent and independent historical arguments.

(c) Professional and practical skills

The module will develop the students' ability to:

-select, shift and synthesize information from a wide range of primary and secondary sources,
and from the social and natural sciences.

-identify and compare arguments in the use of this source material.

-plan, research and write a substantial piece of historical research.

-use IT to access historical sources and information.

(d) Transferable skills

The module will develop the students' ability to:

-to manage a large, disparate and often incomplete body of information.

-to express themselves clearly, coherently and fluently in writing essays.

-give a clear, fluent and well-structured oral presentation in class.

-work and learn actively with others, and take responsibility for their own learning.




Seminar Programme: 1. Introduction to module.
2. What is Environmental History?
3. Attitudes to Nature and Animals.
4. Species History: Man, Extinctions and Introductions.
5. Australia and New Zealand: Ecology and Empire
6. North America: Nature and Nation
7. Great Britain: Landscape and Englishness
8. National Parks and Nature Reserves.
9. The Rise of Modern Environmentalism.
10. The Changing Environment: the Pollution Crisis

Note: This seminar programme is flexible. If areas of particular student interest emerge, then
we can focus in on them.

General requirements
This module requires students to:

-attend an introductory module meeting, and then weekly seminars lasting two hours.
-contribute to seminar discussions, and make a 10 minute presentation based on research.
-write one essay.

-sit a three-hour exam.

Essays

Students will write one essay. At Level 2, it is expected that student essays will be in the
range of 3,000 words in length, and reflect an ability to think independently and construct a
well written and scholarly argument, and are based on appropriate levels of academic
research using books and journal articles. An essay list will be distributed. Essays should be
word-processed and two copies should be posted in the History Department letterbox (on the
outside wall of Lenton Grove). The essay represents 40% of the total module assessment. A
short National Park document exercise will also be undertaken in one seminar.

Feedback on assessed work will be provided by the Course Convenor. Feedback on a
student’s overall module performance, including the exam, will be provided by their Personal
Tutor.

ESSAY DEADLINE: Wednesday 18 March 2009, 5pm.
Essays that are handed in late will incur a penalty of 5% for every working day. If you feel
that you may be unable to meet the deadline because of illness, or some other serious

difficulty, you should contact Dr Lambert and the Departmental Examinations Officer.

Exam: The examination consists of one three-hour paper sat at the end of the semester.
Students must answer 3 questions. The exam represents 60% of the total module assessment.



Films: Dr. Lambert owns a number of relevant slides, films and documentaries, which may
be used during the seminars, and can be used by students undertaking essay research by prior
arrangement. These include:

The Traditions and the Environment (1991) Open University/Jonathon Porritt

In the Eye of the Wind (1996) History of Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust/Sir Peter Scott’s life
Wilderness is not a Place (1970s) Anthony Clay/BBC

Managing the Wilderness- the Cairngorms (1996) Grampian 1TV

Postcards from the Country (x3)-Kent/Shetland/Scottish Highlands(1996) R Mabey
The Great Wood of Caledon (late 1980s) Oxford Scientific Films/Hugh Miles

The Restless Year (1996) BBC, The Cotswolds across the seasons

Operation Survival- Hindsight (1996) Red Deer problems in Scotland

Operation Survival- Back to a Future (1996) Re-introduction of White-tailed (sea) Eagle
Being There - Between the Tides (1995) British Estuaries

Being There - Antarctica (1995)

England’s Green and Pleasant Land (1996) Open University

BBC Interview with Richard Mabey ‘Flora Britannica’

Highgrove- Nature’s Kingdom Catspaw Films/HRH Prince of Wales

Wilderness Walks- The Cairngorms (1997) Chris Brasher/Cameron McNeish
Mountain Rescue- The Cairngorms (1996) BBC Scotland

Land of the Kiwi The Natural World (1987)

Memories of Gavin Maxwell Ex-S, BBC Scotland (1999)

Champions of Nature Conservationists/film-makers/scientists, BBC2 (1999)

Secret History The Great Fog of 1952, C4 (1999)

Living Britain, Parts I-VI, BBC2 (1999)

In the Beginning Interviews with John Berry and Max Nicholson (1999).

Wild Down Under: the natural history of Australia BBC (2003)

Big Ideas that changed the World: Environmentalism C5 (2005) Bjorn Lomberg

A Picture of Britain BBC1 (2005)

USEFUL WEBSITES:
European Society for Environmental History (ESEH) www.eseh.org/
American Society for Environmental History (ASEH) www.aseh.net/

H-Net Environment www.h-net.org/~environ/
Carolyn Merchant website (California, USA) www.ecohistory.org
Environmental History Resources WWW.eh-resources.org

Class Communication: Class correspondence may be sent via internal mail to the address
below. Students may also communicate with the tutor via e-mail. Outside of formal office
hours, students may also leave a note at my office (C10, Business School North, Jubilee
Campus) to make an appointment to see me.

Dr. Robert A. Lambert

School of History and Business School (TTRI)
robert.lambert@nottingham.ac.uk

Office phone: 0115 84 66699

Internal Ext: 66699



http://www.h-net.org/%7Eenviron/
http://www.ecohistory.org/
http://www.eh-resources.org/
mailto:robert.lambert@nottingham.ac.uk
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Essential Course Reading
It is strongly recommended that you purchase some of these key texts. Advice will be
available as to which books students should seek to own.
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*John R McNeill, Something New Under the Sun (2001).

*John MacKenzie, Empires of Nature and the Nature of Empires (1997).
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*William Beinart and Peter Coates, Environment and History (1995).

*David Evans, A History of Nature Conservation in Britain (1997).

*Stephen Budiansky, Nature’s Keepers (1996).

*TC Smout, Nature Contested (2000).

*J. Donald Hughes, An Environmental History of the World (2001).

J. Donald Hughes (ed), The Face of the Earth: Environment and World History (2000).
*Ramachandra Guha, Environmentalism- A Global History (2000).

Miriam Rothschild and Peter Marren, Rothschild’s Reserves- Time and Fragile Nature (1997).
*Carolyn Merchant (ed), Major Problems in American Environmental History (1993).
*Carolyn Merchant, The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History (2003).
*Carolyn Merchant, American Environmental History: an introduction (2007).

William Cronon (ed), Uncommon Ground (1995).

*John Sheail, Nature in Trust-The History of Nature Conservation in Britain (1976).
*John Sheail, Nature Conservation in Britain- the Formative Years (1998).

*John Sheail, An Environmental History of twentieth-century Britain (2002).

Oliver Rackham, The History of the Countryside (1993).

*Harvey Taylor, A Claim on the Countryside- A History of the British Outdoor Movement (1997).

CD-ROM
Carolyn Merchant, American Environmental History

JOURNALS

Students should be aware of the following leading journals in the field of global environmental
history:

Environment and History

Environmental History

Environmental Ethics
Environmental Politics
Rural History
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*J. Donald Hughes, What is environmental history? (2006)

*TC Smout (ed), Scotland Since Prehistory- Natural Change and Human Impact (1993). See
Introduction, pp xiii-Xx.
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Agriculture,” Rural History, Vol. 8, No.1, April 1997, pp.125-140.
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John Sheail, Historical Ecology- the documentary evidence (1980).

Donald Worster, The Wealth of Nature: env history and the ecological imagination (1993).
lan Simmons, Changing the Face of the Earth: culture, environment and history (1989).

Numerous authors, Special 10™ Anniversary Issue, Environment and History, Volume 10,
No.4, November 2004

3. Attitudes to Nature and Animals

*Keith Thomas, Man and the Natural World- Changing Attitudes in England (1984).
*Peter Coates, Nature (1998).

Simon Schama, Landscape and Memory (1995).

*TC Smout, The Highlands and the Roots of Green Consciousness 1750-1990 (1993).
Clarence Glacken, Traces on the Rhodian Shore:Nature and Culture in Western Thought (1973).
GP Marsh, Man and Nature (1864).

Richard Mabey (ed), The Oxford Book of Nature Writing (1997).

F Fraser Darling, West Highland Survey: An Essay in Human Ecology (1955).

JM Boyd, Fraser Darling’s Islands (1986).

*John Passmore, Man’s Responsibility for Nature (1974, 1980).

*Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (1970).

J Baird Callicott, In Defense of the Land Ethic: Essays in Environmental Philosophy (1989).
*J Baird Callicott, Companion to ‘A Sand County Almanac’ (1987).

TH Huxley, Man’s Place in Nature (1906).

Edward Wilson, In Search of Nature (1997).

John Muir, The Wilderness Journeys (1997).

Paul Shepard, Man in the Landscape: A Historic View of the Esthetics of Nature (1991).
RSPCA, Ethical Aspects of Man’s Relationships With Animals (1979).

Mark J. Smith (ed), Thinking Through the Environment: a reader (1999).
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John Harrison, ‘Animals and the State in nineteenth-century England’, English Historical
Review, Volume LXXXVIII, October 1973, pp 786-820.

Robert A. Lambert, 'Seabird control and fishery protection in Cornwall, 1900-1950', British
Birds, Volume 96, No.1, January 2003, pp 30-34.

4. Species History: Man, Extinctions and Introductions

*Robert A. Lambert (ed), Species History in Scotland (1998).

*Alfred Crosby, Ecological Imperialism: The Biological Expansion of Europe 900-1900 (1986).
*Derek Yalden, The History of British Mammals (1999).

*Thomas Dunlap, Saving America's Wildlife (1988).

*Andrew Isenberg, The Destruction of the Bison- an env history 1750-1920 (2000)
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Karen R. Jones, Wolf Mountains: a history of wolves along the Great Divide (2002).
Roger Lovegrove, Silent Fields: the long decline of a nation’s wildlife (2007)
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David Owen, Thylacine: the tragic tale of the Tasmanian Tiger (2003).
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Hattie Ellis, Sweetness and Light: the history of the honey bee (2004).

Jeremy Gaskell, Who killed the Great Auk? (2000)

*Elspeth Huxley, Peter Scott- Painter and Naturalist (1993).

*BP and S Stearns, Watching, From the Edge of Extinction (1999).
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Richard Mabey, Flora Britannica (1996).
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David Hughes, Himself and other Animals- A Portrait of Gerald Durrell (1997).

F Fraser Darling, A Herd of Red Deer (1937).



Peter Hudson, Grouse in Space and Time: Population Biology of a Managed Gamebird (1992).
JM Boyd, PA Jewell, C Milner, Island Survivors (1974).

Peter Crowcroft, Elton’s Ecologists: History of the Bureau of Animal Population (1991).
Sharon Kingsland, Modeling Nature: Episodes in the history of population ecology (1995).
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Paul Ehrlich, Extinction:The Causes and Consequences of the Disappearance of Species (1982).
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John Sheail, ‘An Historical Perspective on the Development of a Marine Resource: The

Whitstable Oyster Fishery,” Marine Environmental Research, Vol 19, 1986, pp 279-293. [AFT]
Catherine Carlson, “The [In]Significance of Atlantic Salmon’, Federal Archeology, Vol 8, No.3/4,
Fall/Winter, 1996, pp 23-30.

Robert A. Lambert, 'Grey Seals: to cull or not to cull', History Today, Vol 51, No.6, 2001, pp 30-32.
Robert A. Lambert, 'The Grey Seal in Britain: a twentieth century history of a nature conservation
success', Environment and History, Volume 8, No.4, November 2002, pp 449-474.

Robert A. Lambert, ‘Seabird control and fishery protection in Cornwall, 1900-1950°, British Birds, Volume
96, No.1, January 2003, pp 30-34.

5. Australia and New Zealand: Ecology and Empire

*Beinart and Coates, Environment and History: Taming of Nature in USA and South Africa (1995).
*Tom Griffiths and Libby Robin (eds), Ecology and Empire (1997).

Donald Meinig, On the Margins of the Good Earth (1963).

*Richard Grove, Ecology, Climate and Empire- Colonialism and Environmental History (1998).
*John MacKenzie, The Empire of Nature: Hunting, Conservation and British Imperialism (1988).
*John MacKenzie, Imperialism and the Natural World (1990).

*John MacKenzie, Empires of Nature and the Nature of Empires (1997).

*Stephen Dovers (ed), Australian Environmental History- Essays and Cases (1995).

*Don Garden, Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific: an environmental history (2005) [AFT]
*Eric Pawson and Tom Brooking (eds), Environmental histories of New Zealand (2002).

John McNeill (ed), Environmental History in the Pacific World (2001).

*Libby Robin, How a Continent created a Nation (2007)

Libby Robin, Defending the Little Desert: the rise of ecological consciousness (1998).

Libby Robin, The Flight of the Emu: a hundred years of Australian ornithology (2001).

*Tim Berra, A Natural History of Australia (1998).

George Seddon, The Old Country: Australian landscapes, plants and people (2005).

Peder Anker, Imperial Ecology: environmental order in the British Empire 1895-1945 (2001).
Christopher Lever, The cane toad: the history and ecology of a successful colonist (2001).

Tim Flannery, The Future Eaters: an ecological history of Australia (2002).

Tim Flannery, Chasing Kangaroos: a continent, a scientist and a search (2004)

William Beinart and Lotte Hughes, Environment and Empire (2007), Chapter 6.

Reg Morrison, Australia: land beyond time (2002).

William J. Lines, Taming the Great South Land (1999).

Tim Low, Feral Future: the untold story of Australia’s exotic invaders (2001).



Tim Low, The New Nature: winners and losers in wild Australia (2003).

*Neil Nightingale et al, Wild Down Under: natural history of Australia (2002).

Brian Coman, Tooth and Nail: the story of the rabbit in Australia (1999).

E. Stodart and 1. Parer, Colonisation of Australia by the Rabbit (1988) [AFT]

*K Neumann et al (eds), Quicksands: foundational histories of Australia/New Zealand (1999).
*Thomas Dunlap, Nature and the English Diaspora (1999).

*Michael Williams, The Making of the South Australian Landscape (1974).

Ann Young, Environmental Change in Australia since 1788 (1996).

*Richard Grove, Green Imperialism (1995).

Carolyn King, Immigrant Killers: introduced predators and the conservation of birds in NZ (1984).
*Geoff Park, Nga uruora: The Groves of Life (1995).

Mark Tredinnick (ed), A Place on Earth: nature writing from Australia (2003).

*LT Carron, A History of Forestry in Australia (1985).

Andrea Gaynor, Harvest of the Suburbs (2006).

Richard Fitter & Peter Scott, The Penitent Butchers: Fauna Preservation Society, 1903-1978 (1978)
Q. Beresford et al, The Salinity Crisis: Landscape, Communities and Politics (2001).

Eric Rolls, They All Ran Wild: the story of pests on the land in Australia (1969) [AFT]

JM Powell, Environmental Management in Australia 1788-1914 (1976). [AFT]

Eric Rolls, A Million Wild Acres (1981) [AFT]

Francis Ratcliffe, Flying Fox and Drifting Sand (1938) [AFT]

AJ Marshall, The Great Extermination (1966) [AFT]

Isabella Tree, The Bird Man: the story of John Gould (2004).

Rod Morris and Hal Smith, Wild South: saving NZ’s endangered birds (1988) [AFT]

James Bowen, The Great Barrier Reef: history, science, heritage (2002).

R.J. Johnston (ed), Society and Environment in New Zealand (1974).

Andrew Clark, The invasion of New Zealand by people, plants and animals (1949).

Herbert Guthrie-Smith, Sorrows and Joys of a New Zealand naturalist (1936).

Chris Lavers, Why Elephants have Big Ears (2000), Chapter 9.

Andrea Gaynor, ‘Report on the history of the arrival of the feral cat population in Western Australia’,
CALM Science, Volume 3, No.2, 2000, pp 149-179. [AFT]

Mike Imber, ‘Extinctions in the fauna of New Zealand and the Impact of Introduced Vertebrates’,

in RA Lambert (ed), Species History in Scotland (1998), pp 129-141.

John McNeill, “‘Of Rats and Men: a synoptic environmental history of the Island Pacific’,

in J. Donald Hughes (ed), The Face of the Earth (2000), Chapter 4, pp 76-130.

Special Issue: “‘Australia’, Environment and History, Volume 4, No.2, 1998.

Special Issue: ‘New Zealand’, Environment and History, Volume 9, No.4, November 2003.
Special Issue: ‘Australia Revisited’, Environment and History, Volume 14, No.2, May 2008.
Special Issue, ‘Trans-Tasman Forest History’, Environment and History, Volume 14, No.4,
November 2008

6. North America: Nature and Nation

*Beinart and Coates, Environment and History (1995).

*Peter Coates, In Nature’s Defence- Americans and Conservation (1993).

Louis S. Warren (ed), American Environmental History (2003).

*Thomas R. Wellock, Preserving the Nation (2007)

Donald Worster, Rivers of Empire: Water, Aridity and the Growth of the American West (1992).
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*Donald Worster, Dust Bowl- The Southern Plains in the 1930s (1979).

David Spector, Agriculture on the Prairies 1870-1940 (1984).

Philip Fradkin, A River No More: the Colorado River and the West (1984).

Michael Williams, Americans and their Forests (1989).

*Carolyn Merchant (ed), Major Problems in American Environmental History (1993).
*Carolyn Merchant, The Columbia Guide to American Environmental History (2003).
*William Cronon, Nature’s Metropolis: Chicago and the Great West (1991).

*Carolyn Merchant, American Environmental History: an introduction (2007).

William Cronon, Changes in the Land: Indians, colonists and ecology (1983).

Frederick Turner, John Muir- From Scotland to the Sierra (1997).

Donald Worster, A Passion for Nature: the life of John Muir (2009).

Peter Coates, The Trans-Alaska Pipeline Controversy (1993).

*Donald Worster, An Unsettled Country- Changing Landscapes of the American West (1994).
*Donald Worster (ed), The Ends of the Earth- Perspectives on modern env history (1988).
*Donald Worster, Nature’s Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas (1994).

Donald Worster, Under Western Skies: nature and history in the American West (1992).
Donald Worster (ed), American Environmentalism: the formative years, 1860-1915 (1973).
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Carolyn Merchant, Ecological Revolutions: Nature, Gender and Science in New England (1989).
Linda Graber, Wilderness as Sacred Space (1976).

James Sherrow (ed), A Sense of the American West (1998).

Theodore Binnema, Common and Contested Ground (2001).

Dan Flores, The Natural West (2001).

Richard Sellars, Preserving Nature in the National Parks (1997).

Samuel P Hays, Beauty, Health and Permanence: environmental politics in the USA (1987).
Frederick Jackson Turner, The Frontier in American History (1920).

David J Whittaker, Conserving America (1996).

Richard Andrews, Managing the Environment, managing ourselves (1999).

Duane Smith, Mining America: the industry and the environment, 1800-1980 (1993).
Michael Bryson, Visions of the Land (2002).

Ari Kelman, A River and its City (2003)

Richard Orsi, Sunset Limited (2005).

John Gatta, Making Nature Sacred (2004).

Bernard DeVoto, DeVoto’s West: history, conservation and the public good (2005).

Adam Ward Rome, The Bulldozer in the countryside (2001).

Theodore Steinberg, Nature Incorporated: industrialisation and waters of New England (1991).
Gunther Paul Barth, Fleeting Moments: Nature and culture in American history (1990).
*Roderick Nash (ed), American Environmentalism- Readings in Conservation History (1990).
*Roderick Nash, Wilderness and the American Mind (1967).

Ken Drushka, Canada’s Forests: a history (2003)

Stephen Pyne, How the Canyon became Grand — a short history (1998).

Char Miller and Hal Rothman (eds), Out of the Woods- Essays in env hist (1998).

Marjory Stoneman Douglas, The Everglades: the river of grass (1947, 1974).

Ann Vileisis, Discovering the Unknown Landscape: a history of America’s Wetlands (1997)
Michael Grunwald, The Swamp: the Everglades, Florida and the politics of paradise (2006)
Ted Levin, Liquid Land: a journey through the Florida Everglades (2003)

11



7. Great Britain: Landscape and Englishness

*BW Clapp, An Environmental History of Britain (1994).

*lan Simmons, An Environmental History of Great Britain (2001).

George H Haines, Whose Countryside? (1973).

Michael Williams, The Draining of the Somerset Levels (1970).

*James Winter, Secure From Rash Assault- Sustaining the Victorian Environment (1999)
Peter Marren, The New Naturalists (1995).

John Sheail, NERC- A History (1992).

*John Sheail, An Environmental History of twentieth-century Britain (2002)

*Donald Mackay, Scotland’s Rural Land Use Agencies (1995).

George Ryle, Forest Service: the first 45 years of the Forestry Commission (1969).

TC Smout and S Foster (eds), History of Soils and Field Systems (1994).

TC Smout and RA Lambert (eds), Rothiemurchus- Nature and People on a Highland Estate (1999).
*TC Smout, Nature Contested (2000).

*TC Smout (ed), Nature, Landscape and People since the Second World War (2001).
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