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Review of “Qing Simei/Chen Jian Recent Exchanges in H-Diplo” by Shen Zhihua, East China
Normal University

[English translation by Yafeng Xia (original Chinese review follows below)]

they discussed a key document on a meeting between PRC Premier Zhou Enlai and

Soviet Ambassador to China Roshchin on November 15, 1949, and they both mentioned
that I provided them with the Chinese translation of the meeting’s record from Russian
archives. Professors Chen and Qing have been my longtime friends. When they asked me
for a copy of the Chinese translation of the document in February and July respectively, I

I n the recent exchanges between Professors Chen Jian and Qing Simei posted on H-Diplo,
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willingly shared it with them. The document is a part of the larger and ongoing project of
translating Russian documents into Chinese that [ have been presiding over since 1995.
Seeing the discrepancy between Professors Chen and Qing concerns the document’s “key
points” in their exchanges, I find it necessary to offer my objective view of it.

The document itself is quite long. In the first part of it, Zhou introduced the economic and
financial difficulties that China was then facing, and presented a series of related figures. In
the meantime, Zhou also emphasized that these difficulties were different from those that
the Nationalist regime had encountered as “they are difficulties in the process of marching
forward,” and that “absolutely they were not unpredictable or irresolvable.” After briefing
Roshchin on the measures that the Chinese Communist Party would take to deal with these
difficulties, Zhou told Roshchin that “our belief is that we can resolve all of the financial and
economic difficulties that we are now facing in two years’ time.”

It is apparent that the emphasis of Zhou’s talk was not on the economic and financial
difficulty that China was then facing but, rather, that this was a temporary phenomenon,
and that the difficulties were both predictable and resolvable. Thus, in my view, Professor
Chen’s summary of Zhou'’s discussion accurately reflects his “key points.”

In the rest of the document, Zhou shifted the discussion to other subjects, such as the
smooth advance of the People’s Libration Army’s military actions, preparations for the
Taiwan Campaign, plans for forming a new government, the CCP’s attitudes toward the
bourgeoisie and other “democratic parties,” the need to promote more workers to
leadership positions in the new government, the features of the New China, and the
transformation of surrendered Nationalist generals and their troops. These parts are not
related to the exchanges between Professors Chen and Qing.

During the conversation, Zhou did not make such a statement that “if China had to be
involved in a war, it would be a ‘fatal below’ to the Chinese economic recovery.” Therefore,
Professor Qing should not “quote” something that does not exist in the original document.

[ also would like to point out that the article by Jin Dongji [His English name is Kim Dong
Gil] in Dangdai zhongguoshi yanjiu (No. 2, 2006) is not a proper source to get the “key
points” of the Zhou-Roshchin talk. Only one sentence in Kim’s article is related to the
document, and Kim uses it to support his own views that “the government of the New China
was facing very difficult financial situation, and China thus urgently needed to demobilize
extra troops.”

In summary, according to my own experience, in conducting multi-archival and multi-
source research, we should be very careful and cautious, and we must cite the sources in
accurate ways.

Shen Zhihua
Professor & Director
Center for Cold War International History Studies
History Department
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East China Normal University
[Translated by Yafeng Xia]
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