Building and Neighborhood History

H-DC: Washington DC History and Culture (a member of H-Net)
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Key
Research Key: Square and lot ) H=Historical Society of Washington DC
(aka Legal definition) found on maps ~ Hopkins Atlas W:Washmgtomana Division, DCPL
Orient yourself--find yourself on a map.. /1887 (& others) . L=Library of Congress
H, paper KN-Natlonal Archives
Go to the earliest maps likely to show your W, L Microfilm -
building/neighborhood, starting with 1887. :ﬂBoshke map Sanborn Fire

1859, 1861

Shows building footprints

Building research before 1887
(Capitol Hill, Georgetown) is
tough and requires visiting other
institutions,

such as National Archives.
Tax assessments prior to 1887:
National Archives
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Insurance maps
1888-current W
microfilm/fiche
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--Record Group 351

General Assessment Books (irregular)
Georgetown, 1800-1819, 1835-1879
Washington City, 1814-1879

Real Estate Tax Assessments

1886-present microfilm/print H,W 1877- W, N

Building Permits

&

< /)
Washington County, 1855-1864 and 1868-1879: §
Taxbooks (annual) h o
Washington City, 1824-1879
Georgetown, 1871-1879

Washington Board of Realtors

Washington County, 1871-1879 Transactions 1927-1985 W microfiche

The plats will indicate structures--houses,

schools, churches, public buildings. Cu frent print assessment/FARES W
Memorize your square and lot. Yormerly Lusk (by which it may still be

Then trace ownership using the commonly referred)
real estate assessments and

Current info

transaction microfiche.

@ DC-gov
http://otr.cfo.dc.gov/otr/cwp/view,a,1330,9,594345.asp

City Directories SsL

Starting 1914 the microfilm

city directory lists heads .

of houschold microfiche 1822-1973 | leeqs, 1900-1923 and 1937-present:

t?] Str,c:tt alclidress--h microfilm Recorder of Deeds card index,

s Wit tefl you Who H,W,L,N arranged by square and lot number,

Ch:;illsnstcl;;gg; Sse' Deeds issued prior to 1900: Cfmsus 1800-1920

through 1920 will tell you Recorder of Deeds holds both general name ey Oﬁl’ﬁ

more about a particular person of family-- indexes and grantor/grantee indexes 1792- on. population schedules

these are indexed 1800-1870, W.N

1920 (soundex). Succeeding census statistics DAR Library and Family History Centers can order )

are divided by census tract--these can be microfilm of D.C. land records, 1792-1886, \

determined by consulting the tract maps. and deed indexes, 1792-1919. ‘

Secondary Sources The DAR holds a microfilmed name index to deeds, <
1792-1884. ED
Vertical File--newspaper clippings about the NA 1792-1869; DC gov 1844-1875. (enumeration
neighborhood and related organizations district) &
institutions. Request at Reference oo o Census Tract
Desk HW Historical Online ? maps
LN . Census indexes
Census 1930-neighborhood
Books--about the neighborhood and relat demographics 18‘00'1870
organizations and institutions and issues print;
ask at Reference Desk & check card Http://citymuseumdc.org 1920 Soundex
catalog and CityCat H,W Http://dclibrary.org/washingtoniana microfilm

Few books are devoted strictly to neighborhood Http:/f WWW-'OC-QOV
history--Washington at Home, notably--but a Http://www.archives.gov
aterias are istedat the reforemce desk | HPNLRnetorg/~cs




