HISTORY OF CHILDHOOD

Heidi Morrison, PhD candidate

History 102HM, MTWR 2-3:05, NH 1111 

Office Hours: by appointment
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(Siwa, Egypt, 2007)

Course Description


Childhood is sometimes understood as an unchanging and natural stage of life through which humans pass.   A look into the history of childhood shows, however, that childhood is constructed differently in different times and places.  Class, religion, labor, gender, race, politics, and education shape the way in which children experience life.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with a base of knowledge regarding the changing historical experiences and meanings of childhood, in both the western and non-western world.  Did childhood exist in the past or is it an invention of modern times?  How did the young mature in different societies over time and what relationship does that have to current patterns?  What led to the creation in 1989 of the International Convention of the Rights of the Child?   The course will begin with an overview of the different theories on the history of childhood and the methodological concerns that shape the growing field.  The majority of the course will focus on the role of schooling, work, imperialism, experts, violence, and gender in constructing childhood through time.  In conclusion we will ask how knowledge of the evolving concept of childhood equips us to work for positive change for contemporary children.  

Course Goals:
My own personal goals as your course instructed are:

1) I hope to share with you my enthusiasm about the history of childhood by sharing my own research and that of many other scholars.

2) I hope to demonstrate how to decipher the how’s and why’s of history and not just the what’s and who’s.

3) I hope to provide you with the tools to develop even better writing and question-asking skills.

Student Learning Outcome:
By the end of the course you should be able to:

1) Describe how the concept of childhood varies across time period and between cultures.  This will be measured by writing assignments in which you will be asked to evaluate primary sources and apply secondary sources.

2) Evaluate how what we know about children in the past can help us articulate solutions to problems facing children today.  This will be measured by assignments in which you will identify modern day children’s rights issues and demonstrate and assess how they relate to the historical experiences of children.

Assignments/Exams


Students are expected to complete the weekly readings (for which there will be occasional quizzes) and participate in class discussions.  Each student will prepare and present a ten-minute oral summary of present-day conditions of children in a pre-selected country.  There will be one 5-page paper and two exams.  You cannot miss more than three classes.  More than three unexcused absences results in an automatic fail. 

Participation: 30%

Oral Presentation: 10%

Paper (7/3): 20%

Exam 1 (7/17): 20%

Exam 2 (7/31): 20%

Required Readings:
* Class Reader (at Alternative copy shop) *

Recommended Readings:

Images of Childhood (Philip Hwang, ed.)

Children and Childhood in the West Since 1500 (Hugh Cunningham)

Growing Up: the history of childhood in a global context (Peter Stearns)

WEEK 1     ANGELS OR MONSTERS?

Theories on the Histories of Childhood


Aries was the first to establish that children had a history.  What challenges have been put forward to Aries’ theory on the history of childhood?  What do historians claim to know about children in the past? What shifts have occurred in meanings of childhood: inchoate adult, natural child, and innocent child?  What does the global history of childhood mean?  What links historians of childhood to scholars of childhood in other disciplines?

Monday (6/23) – History of childhood in the West

· “The Ages of Life” and “The Discovery of Childhood” by Philippe Ariès in Centuries of Childhood 
Tuesday (6/24) – Global history of childhood
·  “Childhood Remembered: Parents and Children in China, 800 to 1700” by Pei-Yu Wu in Chinese Views of Childhood 
· “Infants, Children and Death in Medieval Muslim Society” by Avner Giladi in Children of Islam
Wednesday (6/25) – What other disciplines have to say about childhood; why study 

           childhood

·  “The World is at Our Door: Why Historians of Children and Childhood Should Open Up” by Paula Fass in JHCY 

· “Introduction” by Martha Saxton in JHCY 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 

Thursday (6/26) – Conceptions of childhood today  

·  “The Disappearing Child” by Neil Postman in The Disappearance of Childhood 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________

WEEK 2     FURNITURE, TOYS, AND CLOTHES

Methodological Concerns of the Field


Historians differ not just on their interpretations of the meaning of childhood in the past but also their definition of the field of study itself.  What are the different approaches to studying the history of childhood?  How do these approaches affect the sources used?   

Monday (6/30) – From studying childhood as an institution to a process through time; 

     adding race and class to the history of childhood

· “Bastardy in South Germany: A Comment” by Edward Shorter in JIH 
· “Historical Perspectives on Illegitimacy and Illegitimates in Latin America” by Nara Milanich in Minor Omissions 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________
Tuesday (7/1) - “The Orphan Trains” (film); oral history as a source 
· Prepare rough draft of paper

Wednesday (7/2) – Accessing children in material culture (photos, songs, furniture, 

         books, etc.)

·  “The Upright Child: Swaddling Clothes and Walking Stools” by Karin Calvert in Children in the House 
·  “Positive Childishness: Images of Childhood in Japan” by Shing-Jen Chen in Images of Childhood 
Thursday (7/3 Paper Due) – Autobiographies of childhood as a source 
· Selections from various early twentieth century Egyptian autobiographies of childhood 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 
WEEK 3     SCHOOL BUSSES, RINGING BELLS, LUNCH BOXES

Role of Education in Shaping the Concept of Childhood


How has the experience of school changed for young people over time?  What has been the role of teachers and curriculum in shaping childhood?  What has been the influence of age-graded schools and segregation of children from adults in shaping childhood?

Monday (7/7) – History of schooling in the West

· “Family, work and school, 1500-1900” by Hugh Cunningham in Children and Childhood in Western Society since 1500 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 
Tuesday (7/8) –  Controlling the nation through schools 

·  “Thank you for the Wonderful Book: Soviet Child Readers and the Management of Children’s Reading, 1950-75” by Catriona Kelly in Kritika
·  “Children as the Youthful Hope of an Old Empire: Race, Nationalism, and Elementary Education in China 1895-1915” by Limin Bai  in JHCY 
Wednesday (7/9) – Education for colonized children
· “Schooled for Inequality: The Education of British Columbia Aboriginal Children” by Jean Barman in Histories of Canadian Children and Youth 
Thursday (7/10) – Historical sources from schools

· Steedman, Carolyn.  “The Tidy House” in Feminist Review 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 
WEEK 4       THE PROPER CHILDHOOD    

Role of Imperialism in Shaping the Concept of Childhood


When imperialism and colonialism took hold in the beginning of the 18th century, what impact did this have on the concept of childhood among slave and colonized children, as well children in the colonizing countries? 

Monday (7/14) – Civilizing the Other’s childrearing practices

·  “Sketches of Childhood: Children and Colonial Andean Art and Society” by Carolyn Dean in Minor Omissions 

· “From Child Bride to ‘Hindoo Lady’: Rukhmabai and the Debate on Sexual Respectability in Imperial Britain” by Antoinette Burton in American Historical Review 

· “Children in Chains: Juvenile Convicts” by Jan Kociumbas in Australian Childhood 

Tuesday (7/15) – Film “Rabbit Proof Fence” 

·  “Where are my First-born? Aboriginal Children” by Jan Kociumbas in Australian Childhood 
Wednesday (7/16) – Finish film and discussion   

·  “A Most Remarkable Phenomenon: Growing Up Métis – Fur Traders’ Children in the Pacific Northwest” by Juliet Pollard in Histories of Canadian Children and Youth  
· “Blood Ties and Tongue Ties: The Role of Children in Shifting the Boundaries of Nambia’s German-Speaking Community” by Jason Owens JHCY 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 

Thursday (7/17 EXAM 1) – Reforming childrearing practices as a form of 

resistance/nationalism; case study: Egypt 1900-1950
· "Raised in the Spirit of the Class Struggle: Children, Youth, and the Interwar Ukrainian Left in Canada" by Rhonda L. Hinther in Labour/Le Travail 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 

WEEK 5  THE XX-CHROMOSONE CHILDHOOD

Role of Gender in Shaping the Concept of Childhood    


How has the concept of childhood been conceived differently for girls than boys?  What influence has feminism had on the concept of childhood?

Monday (7/21) –  Women’s studies influence on children’s studies; sources

· “Re-visioning Women and Social Change: Where are the children?” by Barrie Thorne in Gender & Society 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 

Tuesday (7/22) –  Girl’s and work; space and play
· “Bringing Up Girls: Work in Preindustrial Europe” by Deborah Simonton in Secret Gardens, Satanic Mills
· “The Geographies and Identities of Street Girls in Indonesia” by Harriot Beazley Designing Modern Childhoods 

· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 

Wednesday (7/23) –  Girls and violence; Case study: Congo today
· “Statutory Rape Prosecutions in California” by Mary E. Odem in Deliquent Daughters 

· "Boys, of course, cannot be raped: Age, Homosexuality, and the Redefinition of Sexual Violence in New York City, 1880-1955" by Stephen Robertson in Gender and History 

Thursday (7/24) –   Teaching children their gender

· “The Medical Construction of Gender” by Suzanne Kessler in Feminist Frontiers 

WEEK 6     ONE CHILDHOOD?    

Using the History of Childhood in Contemporary Aide Projects for Children 

Can a historical perspective on the life chances of poor children in the past contribute to understanding the circumstances of poverty in which most of the world’s children live today?  When and why did efforts to reform the conditions of children begin?  What are the modern debates on the concept of childhood?  

Monday (7/28) –    Globalization and childhood

· “Globalization and Childhoods” by Peter Stearns in Childhood in World History 
· “Reliving Chidlhood? The Temporality of Childhood and Narratives of Reincarnation” by Akhil Gupta in Ethos 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________  
Tuesday (7/29) –  History of children’s rights; CRC 1989; universalism

· “Questions and Answers on the Convention on the Rights of the Child” UNICEF 
· COUNTRY PRESENTATION BY: ________________ 
Wednesday (7/30) – Child labor

·  “For Richer, For Poorer?  Free Education in England, c.1380-1530” by Nicholas Orme in JHCY 

· “Forced Child labor in Kenya 1920-30” by Opolot Okia 
Thursday (7/31 Exam 2) – Wrap-up
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