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Aﬂ attempt to assassinatethe shahin 1852
led toa :errible persecution , during which
qurrat al-' Ain vwas killed. ’

In 1853 while in prison in T4 hran , Mirza Husain
Ali Nuriy an early adherent felt the. first -
intimation of his future prophetic mission .
When freed and eXiled to Baghdad , he became

the sprritual guids ‘of the Bahais and was
declared ( 1863) %o be he " whom god will
manifest " o, the splendourof god ( baha- allah)}

this claim was accepted by the great ma jority

of the babis who henceforth called'themselvps ..

Baha'is . N
The minority » who recognized instead Baha-
Allah's half - brother mirza yalya . calied
Subh- i - Azal were known as Azalis. Baha - Allah
died in I892 in Acre . wher the community was
imprisoned by the Ottoman government .
He had appointed his son Abbas Effendi
( 1844 - 1921 ) called Abdul- baha; a8
" centre of the covenant™.
Abdul- Baha was succeded by his .nephew
Shoghi Effendi ( 1897 - 1957) » the§first
guardian of the cause of god , ( wali-i- Amri

1lah) .
Fhe Baha'i doctrines in numerous booksand

]

|}

tablets ( Alwah ) written by Baha- Allah and- - -

e TR R i
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BABI = BAHA'I

Argligious movement ' which originated am
SHI ' ITES in PERSIA. o
The‘founder, Mirza Ali.Mdhammed (1819 - 50) , a
native of shiraz, aftere pilgrimage to mecc,
proclaimed himself in 1844 to be the bab ( at
to the knowlgdge of things divine, o)
and thé revealer of a new law abrogating the kora:
His controversies with tke mullahaled to hi
confenement during which he formulated his - )
Dodtiiheév instructed his disciples and annoﬁce-
dthe roming of one " whom god will make manifest"
the future prophet of a wider religion.
The most famous of his missionaries was a
beautiful woman , qurrat al'ain skilled in poet
who preached against potygamny« v
rebel?he perse cutions of the babis caused them to
. Several persian armies were routed, but
finally the insurgents were reduced by famine and
most of them executed ( I1849- 50,, including the
Babwho had held aloof.
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interpreted by Abdul-Baha in Arabic and persian
the

" most holy book ") are very simpleand are claimed

(ths most important being Kitab-i - Agdas,

to be the essence of all mone tgeistic religions .
all the

past prophets are accepted genuine , including -

Revelation is not final but progressive
Mohammed , zorocaster and Buddah ; more may cocme
but not before 1,000 years ofter Baha~ Aliah.

They are calléd divine manifestations ; but
incarnation aie denied universal psace , toleration
and friendshipare essential principles. The Baha'i
religion has neither priests nor special rites,

Prayers are enjoyned at fixed times ,Polygamy
alcohlic drinks forbidden , ascsticismand mendicancy
discouraged and women directed to share equals in
social life . The most characteristic feature of
Bahai teaching is its administrative order belied
to be of divine origin and to be destined to become
the framework of a great world commonwealth . Baha'
icommunities exit in most countries , the greatest
number of Bahais living in persia where , howsever,
theirreligion is not officially recognized .

The Baha'i faith has made remarkable progress in
Africaand in Indonesia . the strongest group of

western Baha'is are in the U.S.A. and in germany.
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