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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Taking Sport (Very) Seriously
The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly: Taking Sport (Very) ings of sports and their under-recognized connections
Seriously
to larger social issues. Just as students will realize that
there is more to the Super Bowl than just beer, chips,
Like other institutions created and perpetuated by
and chili, they will be delivered a reality check about somortals, modern sport is multivalent. It is at once good cial mythologies built into familiar trappings of Ameriand bad, divisive and unifying, uplifting and deflating,
can sports, such as college mascots, sports superheroes,
transcendent and materialistic, selfless and egotistic, gru- pro franchises, and college athletic scholarships. Each
eling and fun. Viewed through the lens of American so- chapter points out a particular paradox that touches on
ciety, known world over for its uncanny ability to mag- issues such as race, gender, and class and asks the overarnify human impulses, sport’s paradoxical quality comes ching question of who benefits (and who doesn’t) under
alive in glaring colors. In the hands of clear-eyed soci- the social arrangements in which sports, professional and
ologist and concerned aficionado D. Stanley Eitzen, the amateur, are played in the United States.
inner contradictions of the beloved institution are rendered heuristic and thought-provoking.
By the time readers finish the book, they will clearly
see Eitzen’s central point: sport, just like any other soThis volume is an expanded and updated edition of cial institution, mirrors basic values, including unfulEitzen’s sociological survey of American sport in a com- filled ones, of American society. Modern sport sufpact textbook format. As in its acclaimed first edition, the fers from bureaucratization, commercialization, greed
book’s organizing principle–to capture sport’s essence and exploitation, racism, sexism, homophobia, ethnocenby examining its paradoxes–is exposed in style as well as trism, and misdirected patriotism. Sport feeds on and cresubject matter. Eitzen’s commentaries on the American ates stereotypes and myths, supported by its own iconogsports scene are sweeping but specific, entertaining but raphy. In the age of mass communications, Eitzen redepressing, clarifying but complicating. It is this hetero- minds us, it is incumbent upon an informed citizenry
geneous quality that makes the volume both accessible to interrogate the media representations of sport and its
and compelling.
favored heroes, heroines, and myths. By taking sport
Eitzen captures sport’s paradoxes in the Super Bowl, seriously, students will acquire another intellectual tool
an all-American ritual and most-watched American tele- with which they can observe the society’s fault lines and
vision event that grips the attention of 800 million fans persistent and shifting stratifications. Eitzen gives conin close to 200 countries. As fantasy, pageantry, and es- crete and engaging examples of the inequities and unfulcape from reality, the Super Bowl is the quintessence of filled promises of American “democracy” as they manimodern American sport. It also serves as a platform for fest themselves in sports culture.
propagating social myths and collective identities. Eitzen
The most compelling part of the book is Eitzen’s
deploys such engagements with sports that are familiar discussion of collegiate sports, and here the reader can
to any college-age student to elucidate the hidden work- almost feel the combustive heat of his passion as a
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