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The third Global Humanitarianism Research
Academy took place from July 10 to 21, 2017 at the
Leibniz Institute of European History in Mainz
and the Archives of International Committee of
the Red Cross in Geneva. It was organized by
FABIAN KLOSE (Leibniz Institute of European His-
tory Mainz), JOHANNES PAULMANN (Leibniz In-
stitute of European History Mainz), and ANDREW
THOMPSON (University of Exeter) in cooperation
with the International Committee of the Red Cross
and with support by the German Historical Insti-
tute London. The GHRA 2017 had thirteen fellows
(nine PhD candidates, four Postdocs) selected in a
highly competitive application process. They
came from Armenia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
Cuba, Germany, Ireland, Morocco, South Africa,
the United Kingdom, and the USA. The fellows
represented a range of disciplinary approaches
from International History, Politics, International
Relations, and International Law. The Research
Academy was joined by ESTHER MOLLER (Leibniz
Institute of European History) as well as JEAN-
LUC BLONDEL (formerly of the ICRC) and MARC-
WILLIAM PALEN (University of Exeter).

On Day One, recent research and fundamen-
tal concepts of global humanitarianism and hu-
man rights were critically reviewed. Participants
discussed crucial texts on the historiography of
humanitarianism and human rights. Themes in-
cluded the historical emergence of humanitarian-

ism since the eighteenth century and the troubled
relationship between humanitarianism, human
rights, and humanitarian intervention. Further,
twentieth century conjunctures of humanitarian
aid and the colonial entanglements of human
rights were discussed. Finally, recent scholarship
on the genealogies of the politics of humanitarian
protection and human rights since the 1970s was
assessed, also with a view on the challenges for
the 21st century.

During Day Two, participants presented their
own Ph.D. and Postdoc projects while getting con-
structive collective feedback. These projects show-
cased the richness of research currently under-
taken by a new generation of academics who are
set to make a critical contribution to the field.
They included topics on the issues of convict
servitude, morality, and the rise of humanitarian-
ism in the Eighteenth-Century Anglo-American
world (NICOLE DRESSLER); humanitarian action
of the international Philhellenic movement in the
1820s (NATALIE KLEIN-KELLY); the Russian Em-
pire’s humanitarian assistance to Armenian
refugees at the Caucasus front during the Great
War, 1914-1917 (ASYA DARBINYAN); aerial war-
fare and international law (LUIS PAULO BOGLIO-
LO); the history of colonial prisoners of war in
Vichy France (SARAH FRANK); the treatment of
German prisoners of war in Canada, the United
States and Great-Britain during the Second World



War (JEAN-MICHEL TURCOTTE); US humanitarian
aid in occupied Germany after 1945 (KAETE
O’CONNELL); the shifting debates in the United
States about foreign and humanitarian aid to
child refugees, 1945-1989 (SHARON PARK); the
global workings of disability and development in
Tanzania and Congo, 1950-2000 (SAM DE SCHUT-
TER); the role of the International Committee of
the Red Cross in North and South Yemen in the
1960s (JITHANE CHEDOUKI); transnational human
rights activism in West Germany emerging in the
1970s (FELIX A. JIMENEZ); the intellectual biogra-
phy of David Owen regarding British human
rights politics (DAVID GREALY); the development
of the British medical humanitarian sector be-
tween 1988 and 2014 (JENNY CHAPMAN). The en-
suing lively discussion was enriched by Professor
ANDREAS GESTRICH, the Director of the German
Historical Institute London and an important
partner in the GHRA.

In the morning of Day Three, the leaders and
participants of the GHRA offered the opportunity
for individual tutorials. The proceedings contin-
ued with a talk by JEAN-LUC BLONDEL who until
his retirement headed the Division Archives and
Information Management at the ICRC. He had
been an ICRC delegate since 1982 and a former re-
gional delegate in Buenos Aires, special advisor to
the ICRC president 2003-2008 and Director of the
International Tracing Service (ITS) at Bad Arolsen
in Germany. He presented valuable insights into
the ICRC work and policies in the period from
1966-1975 based on his survey of the recently
opened material from these years. The afternoon
was reserved for the guest lecture by Professor
MADELEINE HERREN (University of Basel), who
presented an intriguing paper on her recent re-
search project on “Exchange ships: enemy aliens,
repatriation and forced migration during World
War II”.

During Days Four & Five the GHRA worked on
the “Online Atlas on the History of Humanitarian-
ism and Human Rights”. http://hhr-atlas.ieg-

H-Net Reviews

mainz.de (15.09.2017). This is an open access pub-
lication by the GHRA participants from successive
years. The “Online Atlas” consists of an interactive
world map displaying locations in Africa, Ameri-
ca, Asia, Australia and Europe, where significant
events took place and shaped the development of
humanitarianism and human rights in a crucial
way. The authors define key terms of both re-
search fields and display the worldwide entangle-
ment of various places across geographical bor-
ders and historical epochs. The “Online Atlas” ad-
dresses a broader public. It is a valuable resource
for those engaged in the field of humanitarian ac-
tion and human rights as well as students and
academics.

After the first week of intense academic train-
ing at the Leibniz Institute of European History in
Mainz, the GHRA 2017 travelled for a week of re-
search training and discussion with ICRC mem-
bers to the Archives of the International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross in Geneva. The First Day at
Geneva started with an introduction to the public
archives and library resources by ICRC staff.
MICHELE HOU, Deputy Head of Library and Pub-
lic Archives welcomed the fellows. FABRIZIO BEN-
SI, ICRC Archivist, explained the development of
the holdings, particularly of the recently opened
records from 1966-1975. MARINA MEIER (Film
Archivist) and FANIA KHAN MOHAMMAD (Photo
Archivist) then presented the superb collection of
photographs and films in the ICRC Archives. Fur-
thermore, SONIA CRENN introduced the Library
with its encompassing publications on Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law, Human Rights, Human-
itarian Action, international conflicts and crises.
In the afternoon DANIEL PALMIERI, the Historical
Research Officer at the ICRC, gave a lecture on the
historical development of the ICRC since its foun-
dation.

The morning of the Second Day was dedicated
to a dialogue with ANDREAS WIGGER, former
ICRC delegate and Deputy to the Director General
from 2002 to 2004. He gave a presentation on his



experiences during field assignments on ICRC
missions in the Middle East, North Africa, South
East Asia and the Balkans. After this intriguing di-
alogue, the GHRA fellows started to work inten-
sively at the archives and library. The staff mem-
bers assisted them fully in tracing holdings rele-
vant for their individual Ph.D. and Postdoc re-
search. The students discovered the rich material
in documents and audio-visual record; some
found huge amounts of new material and will cer-
tainly return.

The Third Day started with a discussion with
CHARLOTTE LINDSEY-CURTET, Director of Com-
munication and Information Management at the
ICRC, who in 2001 had produced the topical report
“Woman Facing War” on the impact of armed con-
flict on women. She presented the challenges the
ICRC is facing concerning its relations not only
with the wider public and the press but also with
the parties to conflicts. In the debate with the
GHRA participants, it became clear that the long-
term relations which the ICRC establishes in re-
gions of crises makes historical knowledge and re-
search highly relevant to humanitarian action to-
day. The afternoon and the Fourth Day continued
with further research time.

On the Fifth Day the GHRA concluded with a
feedback discussion on the past two weeks and
the achievement of the Global Humanitarianism
Research Academy 2017. The GHRA participants’
continued joint project is the “Online Atlas of the
History of Humanitarianism and Human Rights”.
The next GHRA will take place from 9 July to 20
July 2018, its first week this time, like in 2016, at
the University of Exeter and the second week
again at the ICRC in Geneva. A Call for Application
will be published in September this year, on H-
Soz-Kult http://www.hsozkult.de/event/id/ter-
mine-35022, the blog Humanitarianism Human
Rights http://hhr.hypotheses.org/, the Imperial &
Global Forum http://imperialglobalexeter.com/,
and the GHRA webpage http://ghra.ieg-mainz.de/
(see from September 2017).
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Academy Overview:

GHRA Academic Leaders
Fabian Klose (Leibniz Institute of European Histo-
ry Mainz)

Johannes Paulmann (Leibniz Institute of Eu-
ropean History Mainz)

Andrew Thompson (University of Exeter)
ICRC Geneva

Fabrizio Bensi (Archivist)

Sonia Crenn (Librarian)

Michéle Hou (Deputy Head of Library and
Public Archives)

Fania Khan Mohammad (Photo Archivist)

Charlotte Lindsey-Curtet (Director of Commu-
nication and Information Management)

Marina Meier (Film Archivist)
Daniel Palmieri (Historical Research Officer)
Guest Lecturers

Jean-Luc Blondel (Geneva, former ICRC dele-
gate)

Madeleine Herren (University of Basel)

Andreas Wigger (Geneva, former ICRC dele-
gate)

GHRA Participants

Andreas Gestrich (German Historical Institute
London)

Esther Moller (Leibniz Institute of European
History Mainz)

Marc-William Palen (University of Exeter)
GHRA Fellows

Luis Paulo Bogliolo (Melbourne)

Jenny Chapman (Manchester)

Jihane Chedouki (Poitiers)

Asya Darbinyan (Worcester)

Sam De Schutter (Leiden)

Nicole Dressler (DeKalb)

Sarah Frank (Bloemfontein)
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David Grealy (Liverpool)

Felix A. Jiménez Botta (Boston)
Natalie Klein-Kelly (Geneva)
Kaete O’Connell (Philadelphia)
Sharon Park (Minneapolis)

Jean-Michel Turcotte (Québec)

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at
http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/
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