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The Seventh East-West Symposium of New
Testament Scholars was held in Moscow, from
September 26 to October 1, 2016. Almost 100 par-
ticipants (including several day visitors from Mos-
cow) had come together from various parts of the
world to discuss “History and Theology in the
Gospel Narratives.” The symposium was orga-
nized by the Eastern European Liaison Committee
of the Studiorum Novi Testamenti Societas (SNTS)
under the leadership of Karl-Wilhelm Niebuhr
(Jena, Germany) at the invitation of Metropolitan
Hilarion of Volokolamsk and in collaboration with
Prof. Mikhail Seleznev (Moscow).

The symposium was opened by a public lec-
ture of METROPOLITAN HILARION (Mowcow,
Russia) on “The ‘Demythologization’ of New Testa-
ment Studies.” In his paper, the Metropolitan
identified two traditions of New Testament schol-
arship: one strand goes back to the disciples of Je-
sus, the other to the liberal theologians of the
nineteenth century. According to Hilarion, New
Testament scholarship is at the crossroads and
has to choose between having its foundation in Je-
sus himself or in modern myths and dogmas in-
spired by liberal ideologies. He appealed to the
participants of the symposium to take the text of
the Gospels in its totality as the foundation for re-
search, studying it in both its historical context
and in theological perspective in the light of the
Church’s tradition. Hilarion’s paper ignited a live-
ly discussion, to which the steering committee of

the symposium devoted extra space on the final
day of the conference, chaired by the current
president of SNTS Carl Holladay (Atlanta, GA,
USA). Senior scholars William Loader (Perth, Aus-
tralia), Joel Marcus (Durham, NC, USA) and Fran-
cis Watson (Durham, UK) were invited to present
responses to Hilarion’s paper. Apart from various
points of agreement, they were not fully con-
vinced that New Testament scholarship is at the
crossroads of two paths leading into opposite di-
rections. Among other things, they pointed to-
wards the much more nuanced positions of recent
critical scholarship. In the course of a friendly dis-
cussion, Hilarion defended his views, particularly
his skepticism with regard to Historical Jesus
studies. For example, when studying different ver-
sions of the Beatitudes, he maintained that there
is no need to identify different layers of (later) tra-
ditions because Jesus may have preached differ-
ent versions of the Beatitudes throughout the
years of his ministry.

The other invited papers of the symposium
dealt both with the individual Gospels as well as
with overarching themes. JOEL MARCUS spoke
about Matthew as historian and theologian.
VLADAN TATALOVIC (Belgrade, Serbia) elucidated
the role of the passion narrative in Matthew in
Slavonic and in modern Serbian exegesis. FRAN-
CIS WATSON’s paper on Mark looked at faith, his-
tory, and memory in the Second Gospel. COSMIN
PRICOP (Bucharest, Romania) then investigated



the transfiguration story in Mark, devoting special
attention to Eastern and Western traditions (“Be-
tween Criticism and Patristics”). While none of
the invited papers had an exclusive focus on the
Gospel of Luke, the Third Gospel was one of the
thematic options of the afternoon seminars to
choose from - in variation with seminar papers
on the other Gospels, discussions of the main pa-
pers and short presentations of current research
projects. Two main papers were devoted to John’s
Gospel: MARGARETA GRUBER (Vallendar, Ger-
many) spoke about the presentation of Jesus in
the light of paschal imagination as a ‘performer’
of his death and resurrection in John 2:13-23, and
ANATOLY A. ALEXEEV (St. Petersburg, Russia) dis-
cussed John’s way from Christology to theology.
On a more general note, ARMAND PUIG I TAR-
RECH (Barcelona, Spain) introduced the audience
to a polyhedric approach to the figure of Jesus in
the canonical Gospels. MIKHAIL SELEZNEV dis-
cussed the question whether one can comprehend
the “Theology of the Septuagint” as praeparatio
evangelica. TOBIAS NICKLAS (Regensburg, Ger-
many) directed the attention to extra-canonical
Gospels, investigating their historical impact and
theological contribution. Finally, focusing on the
Wirkungsgeschichte of the Gospels, STEFANOS
ALEXOPOULOS (Washington, USA) presented an
overview of the Gospel narrative in Byzantine
liturgy.

The papers were given in the Danilovsky ho-
tel, the Orthodox theological graduate school Aspi-
rantura and in the premises of the Moscow State
University. The presentation in the university con-
text was particularly significant because theology
has only recently been recognized as an academic
discipline in Russia. The Aspirantura also hosted
several post-conference teaching sessions for stu-
dents and seminary lecturers from all over Russia
by members of the symposium (including Mar-
garet Barker, Richard Burridge, Carl Holladay,
David Moessner, Karl-Wilhelm Niebuhr and Volk-
er Rabens). Along the way, the symposium provid-
ed various opportunities for ecumenical en-
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counter through the optional attendance of devo-
tions led by symposium participants of different
denominational backgrounds and through the in-
vitation to participate in several Orthodox litur-
gies, such as the Feast of the Holy Cross led by the
Metropolitan Hilarion. (Post-)Conference excur-
sions included the Tretyakov State Gallery and the
monastery Sergiyev Posad.

In keeping with a good tradition, the confer-
ence proceedings will be published in the Mohr
Siebeck’s series “Wissenschaftliche Untersuchun-
gen zum Neuen Testament”. Previous conferences
were held in in Neamft (1998), the Rila Monastery
(2001), St. Petersburg (2005), Sambata de Sus
(2007), Minsk (2010) and Belgrade (2013). The
Eighth East-West Symposium of New Testament
Scholars is planned to take place 2019.

Conference Overview:

Metropolitan Hilarion (Moscow, Russia): The
“Demythologization” of New Testament Scholar-
ship (Opening Lecture)

Margareta Gruber (Vallendar, Germany):
Paschal Imagination - Seeing in the Light of the
Resurrection: Jesus as ‘performer’ of his death
and resurrection in Jn 2:13-23

Anatoly A. Alexeev (St. Petersburg, Russia): St.
John on the Way from Christology to Theology

Tobias Nicklas (Regensburg, Germany): Extra-
Canonical Gospels: Their Historical Impact and
Theological Contribution

Francis Watson (Durham, Great Britain):
Faith, History, and Memory in the Gospel of Mark

Joel Marcus (Durham, NC, USA): Matthew as
Historian and Theologian

Cosmin Pricop (Bucharest, Romania): Be-
tween Criticism and Patristics: The Transfigura-
tion Story in Mark from an Eastern Point of View

Armand Puig i Tarrech (Barcelona, Spain):
The Polyhedric Approach to the Figure of Jesus in
the Canonical Gospels



Mikhail Seleznev (Moscow, Russia): “Theology
of the Septuagint” as Praeparatio evangelica?

Vladan Tatalovic (Belgrade, Serbia): The Pas-
sion Narrative in Matthew in Slavonic and in
Modern Serbian Exegesis

Stefanos Alexopoulos (Washington, DC, USA):
The Gospel Narrative in Byzantine Liturgy: An
Overview

Final Plenary Session
Carl Holladay (Atlanta, GA, USA), presiding

Panel: Metropolitan Hilarion, William Loader
(Perth, Australia), Joel Marcus and Francis Wat-
son

Seminars
Matthew

Lauri Thurén (Joensuu, Finland): The Final
Countdown — The Last Judgment (Mt 25,31-46) in
the Light of Narratology

Ekaterini Tsalampouni (Thessaloniki, Greece):
The Character Group of the Disciples in Matthew’s
Gospel: Narrative Function and Theological Signif-
icance

Manuel Vogel (Jena, Germany): Jesus as Shep-
herd of the People: Observations towards the Is-
rael-concept in the Gospel of Matthew

Petr Marecek (Olomouc, Czech Republic): The
Function and Importance of Matt 28:16-20 in the
Gospel of Matthew

Ekaterina Matusova (Moscow, Russia / Tiibin-
gen, Germany): Ps. 78:2 (77:2) in Mt 13:35: Histori-
cal Perspectives on a Different Translation

Mark

Vadim Wittkowsky (Moscow, Russia) / Berlin,
Germany): Some Linguistic Arguments for the Pri-
ority of Mark and the Secondary Ending of Mark's
Gospel as a Countercheck

Stelian Tofana Romania):

Mark’s Portrait of Jesus

(Cluj-Napoca,
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Christos Karakolis (Athens, Greece): Is There
Such a Thing as Prophetic Christology in Mark? A
Reader-Centered Approach

Luke

Andrey Desnitsky (Moscow, Russia): Luke Be-
tween History and Theology: Solutions for Trans-
lators

Gottfried Schimanowski (Pliezhausen, Ger-
many): The Lord’s Prayer as an elemental part of
Luke’s theology

Alexey Somov (Moscow, Russia): Jesus’ Ban-
quet Etiquette (Luke 14:7-11) and the Heavenly
Feast: A Cognitive Interpretation

Ivan Miroshnikov (Helsinki, Finland): Two
(Men) on a Couch: Luke 17:34 and Parallels (Gos.
Thom. 61:1 and Apoc. Zeph. 2:4)

Thomas Schumacher (Fribourg, Switzerland):
The Lucan Assumption stories (Luke 24:50-53 and
Acts 1:9-11): Their Narrative Function and Theo-
logical Relevance within the Lucan Corpus

Vadim Wittkowsky (Moscow, Russia) / Berlin,
Germany): The Book of Acts and its Impact on the
Understanding of the Third Gospel and on the So-
lution of the Synoptic Problem

John

James Buchanan Wallace (Memphis, TN, USA):
Of Manna and Eucharist: The Feeding of the Five
Thousand in the Gospel of John

Tomdas Garcia Huidobro SJ (Moscow, Russia):
The Narrative of the Judgment on Jesus in the
Fourth Gospel in the Context of the Controversy
with Early Merkabah Mysticism

Hans-Ulrich Weidemann (Siegen, Germany):
Jesus and the Jews in the Johannine Cana Cycle (Jn
2-4)

Short Papers

Petr Shitikov (Tobolsk, Russia): Cognitive
Views on Metaphor in John

Dimitry Bratkin (St. Petersburg, Russia): An
‘Exemplary God-Fearer’ in Luke 7:2-10



Andrey Vdovichenko (Moscow, Russia):
Gospel Narrative as a Linguistic Object in and be-
yond the Communicative Vacuum

Andrei Vinogradov (Moscow, Russia): Poly-
morphic Christ in non-canonical Acts: Deus ex
machina?

Archimandrite Justin (Sinai, Egypt): And
Spake of His Exodus: Evoking the Larger Narra-
tive in the Gospel of Saint Luke

Alexander Timofeev (Moscow, Russia): The
Location of Pontius Pilate’s Praetorium in the
Light of Modern Archaeological Data

Maria Jurovitskaja (Moscow, Russia): Some
Considerations about Lk 1:78 and the Septuagint

Dimitry Osipov (Ekaterinburg, Russia):
Changing Paradigms in the Study of Early Judaism
in the Historiography of the 2nd half of the XX
century

Michael Zheltov (Russia): Byzantine Gospel
Lectionary. What does the Gospel readings’ se-
quence tell us?

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at

http://hsozkult.geschichte.hu-berlin.de/
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