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German Textile Workers In New England
This first-rate portrayal of Germans in two small
New England cities is a welcome addition to GermanAmerican historiography. Previous scholars failed to recognize the significance of German immigration in the
region. In The Westfalians: From Germany to Missouri
(1987), historian Walter D. Kamphoefner determined that
a relatively large portion of skilled Germans from industrialized Saxony had immigrated to New England during the late nineteenth century. During that same period Manchester, New Hampshire and Lawrence, Massachusetts became two of the largest textile producing
cities in the world. Robert Paul McCaffery demonstrates
that Germans from Saxony were influential in the growth
of these industrial centers. Moreover, Germans formed
thriving communities in Manchester and Lawrence that
remained significant until 1942.

in the educational institutions of New England.
The Germans of Manchester and Lawrence were
never as significant as they were in the midwest, according to McCaffery, but they did affect economic growth,
social change, and politics. Furthermore, the Germans of
both cities were in solidarity because they came from the
same towns in Germany, mainly Saxony. Saxons were
responsible for about five percent of total German immigration, but approximately 35 percent of the Germans in
Manchester and Lawrence.

McCaffery provides insight into the lives of Augustus Canis, J. Adam Graf, Friedrich August Dick, and
other Saxon immigrants who influenced the New England communities in which they lived and worked. German businessmen served the communities that grew up
McCaffery provides a superb background on German around the textile mills and, along with skilled workers,
settlement in New England. In many ways, the Germans they supported Deutschtum within their communities.
that migrated to Manchester and Lawrence were atypical
Most scholars identify German-Americans as politiof others throughout the Mid-Atlantic and midwestern cally apathetic, but in Manchester and Lawrence, Presstates. The most important difference was their German byterians, Catholics, and Free Thinkers were politically
origins: they came from the industrial areas of Saxony united. McCaffery contends that the relatively small size
and Silesia instead of the farms of southwest or northeast of the New England cities and their German communities
Germany. Manchester and Lawrence were already textile contributed to this unusual unity. The Germans of these
centers, and Germans left their low-paying textile jobs in communities actively resisted Americanization, accordsoutheast Germany for the higher-paying ones of these ing to McCaffery, because they were “transplanted”, not
U.S. cities. In the late nineteenth century these cities be- uprooted, from the same area in Germany (i.e. Saxony).
came the largest textile producers in the world. At the He identifies the language, religion, clubs and language
same time, industry in Saxony declined with the acqui- press as primary factors in German immigrant commusition of the more competitive Ruhr industrial region in nity formation. In Manchester and Lawrence, Germans
1871. Soon after German unification, unemployed skilled attended German language schools and read the Anzeiger
workers began migrating to Manchester and Lawrence. und Post. Following World War I, the editors of the
In addition, many German immigrants were influential newspaper emphasized the need to learn German for the
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