James P. Danky, Wayne A. Wiegand, eds. Print Culture in a Diverse America. Champaign: University of Illinois
Press, 1998. x + 291 pp. $30.00 (paper), ISBN 978-0-252-06699-3; $52.00 (cloth), ISBN 978-0-252-02398-9.
Reviewed by Edward A. Goedeken (Parks Library, Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa)
Published on H-LIS (February, 1999)
For half of a millennium there has existed a print culture, but only in the past thirty years or so have scholars
begun to recognize the complex relationship that exists
between the reader and what is written. One response to
this new awareness has been the creation of several centers throughout the United States focusing on questions
relating to print culture. This book contains selected papers from a 1995 conference held by the Center for the
History of Print Culture in America in Madison, Wisconsin. Danky and Wiegand, both long-time activists in the
history of libraries and print, who also share directorship
of the Center that hosted the conference, have collected
a remarkable group of papers demonstrating both the vitality and the scholarly sophistication of this burgeoning
field of inquiry. Although the cultural impact of reading
and publishing the works of well-known European authors has been ceaselessly explored over the years, the
title of this work reflects its commitment to exploring
lesser known, but still important, aspects of America’s
diverse populace.

events. The last group is the one that seems to stretch our
limits of understanding the wide possibilities for investigating print culture, since most of us can most readily
comprehend some of the issues concerned with the production of newspapers or journals by various sub-groups.
Thus in the part titled “Deconstructing Forgotten Serials,”
Rudolph Vecoli surveys the output of the immigrant Italian press between 1850 and 1920 in cities large and small
to delve into the impact that print had on a population
that was struggling to learn a new culture while maintaining strong links to its past. He concludes that print
was only one of many sources of information for the average Italian immigrant and that attention must be paid
to the influence of oral tradition as well. Attention to
ethnic publications is also reflected in Violet Johnson’s
well-crafted essay on the Boston Chronicle and its impact
on pan-Africanist thinking in New England between 1930
and 1950. Johnson illuminates the diversity of AfricanAmerican newspapers published during this time period
and helps us understand more clearly intermingling of
radical politics and nationalism during a time of transiWorth the price of admission is Wayne Wiegand’s
tion in the African-American world of Boston.
excellent introductory essay, which explicates in a few
tightly written pages the panorama of scholarship on
The West coast is the source for Yumei Sun’s inforprint culture that has appeared over the past three or mative piece on the Chung Sai Yat Po, which was San
four decades. Wiegand ably summarizes the major em- Francisco’s most prominent Chinese-language newspaphases into four categories: 1) literary studies, 2) reader- per in the first two decades of this century. Undoubtedly
response theory, 3) ethnographies of reading, and 4) print for many American readers of European descent, the culculture history. For each section, he points out the ma- tural mileau of Chinese-Americans is largely a mystery,
jor scholars and their works so that anyone interested in which makes Sun’s explication of this significant newsgaining an understanding of the entire picture has at their paper during this dynamic period of California history so
fingertips the most representative literature by promi- enlightening. The stories from its pages help open a winnent theoreticians. In so doing, Wiegand has provided dow into the lives of these new immigrants, and Sun’s
his readers access to the foundational literature and saved language skills and background in Chinese culture prous all a lot of work.
vide for the reader an unparalleled opportunity for understanding this unfamiliar territory.
The essays that follow are divided into three groups:
forgotten serials, literature affected by race, class, and
The section on ethnic publications also contains an
gender, and finally, print literature that reconstructs interesting essay by Norma Fay Green on the Streetwise,

1

