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Film buffs and serious researchers have long needed
an accurate and detailed chronology of the American
film industry. Gene Brown’s addictive Movie Time takes
thousands of facts from American film history and places
them in an easily accessible month-by-month chronological order. It offers teachers and faculty members a reliable, wonderfully browsable reference work filled both
with entertaining tidbits of information and, more importantly, accurate chronologies of the film industry’s political and economic history.

the number of releases, top grossing films, Academy
Award winners, box office receipts, average ticket prices,
weekly attenance, and stars’ salaries. The chapters cover
a remarkable range of topics drawn from movie culture; the information is organized into four categories:
movies (including technology, awards, and aesthetic innovations); personalities (including celebrity gossip and
scandals); business and society (including politics, censorship, business negotiations, and studio history); and
births, deaths, marriages and divorces.

The volume begins with a chapter that covers the period from the early nineteenth century to 1909, identifing
the technological developments that made the movies
possible and then offering brief descriptions of industry’s
early business history. Succeeding chapters describe every year in cinematic history from 1910 until 1994. Each
chapter begins with a brief descriptive overview of that
year’s developments, as well as information regarding

The author of ten works of non-fiction, Gene Brown,
is also the editor of the 13 volume New York Times Encyclopedia of Film and a contributing editor to The New
York Public Library Desk Reference.
Copyright (c) 1997 by H-Net, all rights reserved. This
work may be copied for non-profit educational use if
proper credit is given to the author and the list. For other
permission, please contact H-Net@h-net.msu.edu.

If there is additional discussion of this review, you may access it through the network, at:
https://networks.h-net.org/h-film
Citation: Steven Mintz. Review of Brown, Gene, Movie Time: A Chronology of Hollywood and the Movie Industry
from Its Beginnings to the Present. H-Film, H-Net Reviews. January, 1996.
URL: http://www.h-net.org/reviews/showrev.php?id=276
Copyright © 1996 by H-Net, all rights reserved. H-Net permits the redistribution and reprinting of this work for
nonprofit, educational purposes, with full and accurate attribution to the author, web location, date of publication,
originating list, and H-Net: Humanities & Social Sciences Online. For any other proposed use, contact the Reviews
editorial staff at hbooks@mail.h-net.msu.edu.

1

