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Konte Chameleon Fine, Fine, Fine is an animal
fable about how a chameleon discovers his ability
to change color and the powers that it gives him.
It is both a story about acceptence of one's unique
gifts,  and  a  natural  history  lesson  about
chameleons. The writer and illustrator have keen
eyes  and  ears  for  the  natural  world  of
chameleons,  pythons,  rabbits,  and baobab trees.
I've  tried  Konte  Chameleon  out  with  classes  of
children  from  pre-K  to  grade  4  and  they  have
loved it.  The onomatopoeic words are vivid and
fun, the repeated refrains are an effective story‐
telling device that allow children to participate in
the  story,  and  even  the  youngest  children  to
whom  I  read  it  understood  the  chameleon's
changeability and its  advantages.  Some children
rightly  critiqued  several  pictures  in  which  the
chameleon did not match its surroundings--a just
criticism and an indication that they understood
the story. Although the book is subtitled "A West
African Story," its connection to Africa may be lost
on many children. If  children do make the con‐
nection,  they  will  find  an  image  of  a  wise  and
compassionate African healer in the rabbit doctor
who reassures Chameleon that he is not sick, and

helps  him find out  for  himself  how he changes
color. 
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